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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

The Coburg Streetscape Masterplan (CSSMP) 
has been developed to guide, design and 
construct the core infrastructure associated 
with streetscapes in the form of footpaths, 
landscaping, lighting and street furniture. 
The Streetscape Masterplan will provide a 
coordinated and consistent approach to the 
streetscape of Coburg.  It will be used as 
a reference document to inform and guide 
design and construction of existing and future 
streets in Coburg.
 
1.2 Scope

The CSSMP applies to all streets within the 
Coburg Initiative boundary with the addition 
of Champ Street, known as Central Coburg 
(Figure 1).  Streets beyond this boundary will 
be guided by the Moreland Street Landscape 
Strategy (2012).
As the focus of this masterplan is on 
Streetscapes, this document does not cover 
public spaces. The design of public spaces 
will integrate with its context by considering 
materials specified in this document. However, 
each public space will have it’s own unique 
character.

1.3 Output

The output of the CSSMP will include:

•	 Centre wide strategies;
•	 Design guidance for streets within the 

CSSMP boundary;
•	 a material palette;
•	 an implementation plan.

FIGURE 2: 
 Scope of Coburg 

Streetscape Masterplan
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3.1 Vision

The CSSMP vision is based on the Place 
Framework Strategy vision for Central Coburg:

“Central Coburg will develop as the 
prime shopping, living, employment and 
activity precinct in Moreland. The centre 
is transformed into an attractive system of 
streets and spaces.”

3.2 Principles 

Identity
Central Coburg will revive and capitalise on its 
sense of place. Economic improvements can 
be made by drawing on heritage, developing 
cultural vitality, & embracing entrepreneurship, 
creativity & innovation. This can be achieved 
by:
•	 specifying a consistent palette of 

materials and street furniture that will be 
durable, timeless and will encourage 
walking, cycling, as well as recycling. 

•	 integrating context specific public art into 
existing settings and infrastructure;

•	 improving and creating high quality 
streetscapes which encourage community 
interaction.

3. MASTERPLAN

FIGURE 7: Russell Street  Square illustration
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4.2 Water Sensitive Urban Design

The purpose of Water sensitive urban 
design (WSUD) is to minimise the impact of 
urbanisation on the natural water cycle. This 
can be achieved by reducing the volume and 
pollutant loadings in stormwater runoff by 
integrating storm-water treatment elements 
into the landscape. 

The Moreland stormwater quality targets focus 
on reducing stormwater pollutant loads in line 
with best practice. The targets are expressed 
in terms of reductions in urban pollutant loads 
and are reductions of:
•	 total suspended solids (TSS) 80 per cent
•	 total phosphorus (TP) 60 per cent, and
•	 total nitrogen (TN) 45 per cent.

Tree Pit

Rain Garden

Swale

Tree pits are bioretention systems that can be constructed 
as an alternative to traditional street tree planting techniques. 
This provides stormwater treatment as well as directing 
water to the tree roots. Tree pits are most suitable adjacent 
to back of Kerb along footpaths and within shopping strips.  

A rain garden is a shallow depression that is planted with deep-
rooted native plants and grasses. The garden is positioned 
near a runoff source to capture rainwater runoff and stop 
the water from reaching the sewer system. In a streetscape 
setting, rain gardens are most suited to kerb out-stands, corner 
treatments or as a feature in shared spaces.

A swale is a small channel that conveys water from one point 
to another. When planted with grasses or native vegetation, 
swales collect stormwater from hard surfaces such as 
roadways and carparks. Within the CSSMP, the most suitable 
location for a swale treatments would be within median strips, 
such as along Bell Street. 
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4.7 Public Art

Public art is an important aspect of major 
streetscape design projects. On a large scale 
public art has the ability to unify an area with a 
theme or identify a gateway.  At a pedestrian 
scale, it can be functional, assist in way-finding 
and provide visual interest for pedestrians. 

Design Principles
Successful examples of public art should 
incorporate a number of qualities, such as:
•	 acknowledge its context and integrate into  

existing infrastructure;
•	 perform a function within space restricted 

areas;
•	 provide a sense of public ownership of 

public art objects and spaces;
•	 encourage positive and practical 

interaction between people and public 
spaces;

•	 challenge perceptions and prejudices;
•	 express the principles of sustainability;
•	 promote a sense of wellbeing by 

enhancing enjoyment of public spaces.
•	 interpret, define and enhance the 

‘character’ and cultural identity of a city;
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Further Considerations
•	 Arts and Culture Strategy 2011 - 2016
•	 Art in Public Space Guidelines 2012







PART B
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5. STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

This section identifies the various elements 
that will be applied throughout Central Coburg. 
By specifying a set of materials, this area 
will collectively have a consistent character 
that will become recognisable and unique to 
Coburg. 
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