
 

 

  

	
For	further	information	contact:		
Robyn	Mitchell,	Senior	Research	Officer	
Ph:	9240	1111	
D17/193126	

MORELAND 

CITY 
COUNCIL 

MORRIS RESERVE SURVEY  2017 ‐ REPORT OF 
RESULTS 

 



2 
 

Contents 

	
Contents .................................................................................................................................. 2 

Executive Summary ................................................................................................................ 3 

Methodology ........................................................................................................................... 4 

Demographics ......................................................................................................................... 4 

Gender: ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Age: ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

Household Structure: ........................................................................................................... 5 

Travel to Morris Reserve: .................................................................................................... 5 

Distance from Morris Reserve: ............................................................................................ 5 

Survey results ......................................................................................................................... 6 

Use of Morris Reserve: ........................................................................................................ 6 

Why you don’t use the reserve: ........................................................................................... 6 

Use of Morris Reserve: ........................................................................................................ 7 

Importance of Facilities: ...................................................................................................... 8 

Rating of facilities: ............................................................................................................... 9 

What would encourage greater use of the reserve? ......................................................... 10 

Ranking of Priorities for Morris Reserve: ........................................................................... 12 

Comments ............................................................................................................................. 13 

 

 

  



3 
 

Executive Summary 
 A total of 170 completed surveys were returned.   
 The survey attracted a slightly larger proportion of females (59.7%) than males 

(40.3%). 
 Nearly half of all respondents were aged 40 to 59 years (48.8%), with one-quarter 

aged 25 to 39 years. 
 Three out of five households were couples with children living at home (59.1). 
 The overwhelming majority of respondents (94%) stated they walk to the reserve. 
 The majority of respondents (88.8%) had used the reserve in the past year, while one 

in ten respondents (11.2%) had not. 
 More than half of the respondents who stated they did not use Morris reserve 

(53.3%) stated that they were too busy or had other commitments. 
 The most common activity at Morris Reserve was walking for exercise with 71.5% of 

respondents stating that was their main activity. More than half use the reserve for 
walking their dogs (58.3%). Large proportions of people also engaged in passive 
activities in the park such as enjoying the environment (55.6%) or 
relaxation/contemplation (44.4%), while nearly half (49.7%) used the playground. 

 Grassed areas for informal play had the highest proportion of respondents rating it 
both ‘very important’ and ‘moderately important’ (95.6%). Although trees had a 
marginally lower proportion rating it ‘very important’ or ‘moderately important’ 
(95.1%), trees had a significantly greater proportion of respondents rating it ‘very 
important’ than grassed areas for informal play (83.2% compared with 76.6%). The 
playground (94.2%), seats (88.8%) and pathways (83.9%) made up the top 5 
facilities being rated most important. 

 When asked to rate the existing facilities, trees was the highest rated aspect of the 
reserve with 60% of respondents rating them as ‘excellent’ or ‘good’.  This was 
followed by the grassed areas for informal play (51.1%), the AFL field (42.1%), the 
playground (40.9%), and the sports fields (40.2%). The lowest rated facilities were 
the sporting pavilion (11.3%) and the public toilet block (6.1%).   

 More than half of all respondents (55.6%) stated additional planting and landscaping 
would encourage them to use the reserve more.  An equal proportion (55.6%) 
wanted improved safety or security lighting.  More seating was also chosen by 52.5% 
of respondents. More or better play equipment also proved popular (49.4%), along 
with BBQ/ picnic facilities (48.8%) and more shelter and shade (48.1%).  

 Respondents were asked to rank a range of options that are being considered for the 
development of Morris Reserve. Again, recreation uses in the reserve were ranked 
more highly than sporting activities. The most popular option was facilities for non-
sporting activities (such as sitting, walking, relaxing) which recorded a weighted 
average of 4.3.  This was followed by facilities for informal play (such as the 
playground, rebound pad, basketball pad and backboards etc.) at 4.0 and enhancing 
the natural environment and landscape at 3.7. The lowest ranked priority was 
facilities for sport at 3.0.   
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Methodology 
Residents in households surrounding Morris Reserve were mailed information about the 
survey and asked to give feedback regarding their preferences for the reserve.  
Respondents were informed they could complete the survey by email or contact Council for 
a paper-based copy.  Residents who were both users and non-users of the reserve were 
encouraged to complete the survey. 

A total of 170 completed surveys were returned.   

Demographics 
Gender: 

The survey attracted a slightly larger proportion of females (59.7%) than males (40.3%). 

Figure  1:  Gender  of  respondents  (n=159) 

40.3%

59.7%

Male Female
 

Age: 

Nearly half of all respondents were aged 40 to 59 years (48.8%), with one-quarter aged 25 
to 39 years. Smaller proportions of all other age groups were recorded. 

Figure  2:  Age  of  respondents  (n=164) 
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Household Structure: 

Three out of five households were couples with children living at home (59.1%), followed by 
couple only households (18.3%).  

Figure  3:  Household  structure  (n=164) 
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Travel to Morris Reserve: 

The overwhelming majority of respondents (94%) stated they walk to the reserve, with small 
proportion driving (3.3%) or riding a bicycle (2.6%). 

Figure  4:  Travel  to  reserve (n=164) 

 

Distance from Morris Reserve: 

96% of respondents live less than one kilometre from the reserve, with 45% living 200 
metres or less from the reserve.    
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Survey results 
Use of Morris Reserve: 

Respondents were first asked whether they had used Morris Reserve during the past 12 
months. The majority of respondents (88.8%) had used the reserve in the past year, while 
one in ten respondents (11.2%) had not. 

Figure  5:  Used  Morris  Reserve   in  past 12  months  (n=170)  

88.8%

11.2%

Yes No
 

Why you don’t use the reserve: 

Respondents who stated they did not use Morris reserve over the past year were then asked 
why they were not using it.  More than half of these respondents (53.3%) stated that they 
were too busy or had other commitments. 

Figure  6:  Why  respondents  have  not  used  Morris  Reserve  (n=28) 
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NB:  Respondents  were  asked  to  choose  all  reasons  they  were  not  using  the  reserve; 

therefore  results  do  not  total  100%  
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Use of Morris Reserve: 

Respondents who had used Morris Reserve in the past 12 months to identify their main 
activities at Morris Reserve and how often they engaged in those activities. The most 
common activity was walking for exercise with 71.5% of respondents stating that was their 
main activity.  More than half use the reserve for walking their dogs (58.3%).  Large 
proportions of people also engaged in passive activities in the park such as enjoying the 
environment (55.6%) or relaxation/contemplation (44.4%), while nearly half (49.7%) used the 
playground. 

Sporting activities and going to scouts were attracted the lowest usage of the park. 

Figure  7:  Main  activities  at  Morris  Reserve  (n=151) 
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NB:  Respondents  could choose  all  activities  they  engaged  in  at  the  reserve; therefore  

results  do  not  total  100%. 
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Table  1:  Frequency  of  Main  Activities  at  Morris  Reserve  (n=151) 

 Daily  Weekly  Fortnightly  Monthly  Yearly 

Going to scouts (n=5)  40.0% 0.0% 0.0%  0.0%  60.0%

Walking for exercise (n=108)  45.4% 39.8% 5.6%  8.3%  0.9%

Walking the dog (n=88)  71.6% 21.6% 2.3%  4.5%  0.0%

Running (n=123)  23.4% 44.7% 8.5%  17.0%  6.4%

Watching sport (n=40)  5.0% 37.5% 15.0%  15.0%  27.5%

Using the playground (n=75)  16.0% 50.7% 13.3%  17.3%  2.7%

Enjoying the environment (n=84)  51.2% 33.3% 9.5%  3.6%  2.4%

Relaxation/contemplation (n=67)  41.8% 37.3% 7.5%  11.9%  1.5%

Walking through the Reserve to 
get to a destination (n=79) 

27.8% 24.1% 24.1%  21.4%  2.5%

Cricket (pitch) (n=21)  4.8% 38.1% 14.3%  9.5%  33.3%

Cricket (practice nets) (n=23)  0.0% 26.1% 13.0%  30.4%  30.4%

Australian Rules football (n=31)  9.7% 32.3% 22.6%  22.6%  12.9%

Softball (n=8)  0.0% 12.5% 12.5%  12.5%  62.5%

 

 

 

Importance of Facilities: 

Respondents who were users of the reserve were asked to rate the importance of existing 
facilities at Morris Reserve. 

Grassed areas for informal play had the highest proportion of respondents rating it both ‘very 
important’ and ‘moderately important’ (95.6%).  Although trees had a marginally lower 
proportion rating it ‘very important’ or ‘moderately important’ (95.1%), trees had a 
significantly greater proportion of respondents rating it ‘very important’ than grassed areas 
for informal play (83.2% compares with 76.6%).   

The playground (94.2%), seats (88.8%) and pathways (83.9%) made up the top 5 facilities 
being rated most important. 

Lower ratings were recorded for the sporting facilities and scout hall 
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Figure  8:  Importance  of  facilities  at  Morris  Reserve  (n=151) 
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Rating of facilities: 

Respondents who were users of the reserve were then asked to rate the standard or quality 
of the existing facilities at Morris Reserve. 

Trees was the highest rated aspect of the reserve with 60% of respondents rating them as 
‘excellent’ or ‘good’.  This was followed by the grassed areas for informal play (51.1%), the 
AFL field (42.1%), the playground (40.9%), and the sports fields (40.2%). 

The lowest rated facilities were the sporting pavilion (11.3%) and the public toilet block 
(6.1%).   

Most facilities had more than 50% of respondents rating them as satisfactory or above, with 
the exception of the public toilet block, the scout hall, and the sporting pavilion.  

 

 

 

Figure  9:  Rating  of  facilities  at  Morris  Reserve  (n=151) 
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What would encourage greater use of the reserve? 

More than half of all respondents (55.6%) stated additional planting and landscaping would 
encourage them to use the reserve more.  An equal proportion wanted improved safety or 
security lighting.  More seating was also chosen by 52.5% of respondents.  

 More or better play equipment also proved popular (49.4%), along with BBQ/ picnic facilities 
(48.8%) and more shelter and shade (48.1%).  

Improvements or additions to the sporting facilities were less popular than more general 
improvements to the reserve.  

More than one-quarter (27.5%) of respondents added their own suggestions under ‘other’.  
The most frequent of these suggestions was the addition of facilities for basketball. 

 

 

 

Figure  10:  Improvements  that would  encourage  greater  use  of  Morris  Reserve  (n=151) 
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NB:  Respondents  could choose  all  reasons  that  would  encourage  them  to  use  the  

reserve more;  therefore  results  do  not  total  100%. 

The verbatim responses for those who chose ‘other’ are recorded below. 

Table  1:  Other  responses 

basket goal, hitting tennis walls, water tap and fountain, exercise equipment, toilet 

Basketball 

Basketball 

basketball 

Basketball court 

basketball court/ring 

Basketball courts 

Basketball rebound wall and gym equipment for exercise 

Basketball ring 

BMX track for kids to ride 

Community gardens 

Continue as off lead dog park 

Definitely use if there are netball courts 

Dog area 

Dog drinking area away from playground 

Dog waste bags 
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Ensure dogs can play off leash ‐ very important 

Exercise equipment 

gym equipment 

I use the Reserve regularly in its current state 

if the ability to walk me dog off lead remains 

Improved for AFL use 

less dog poo 

Less sport 

Move dog water away from playground.  Playground could do with a fence if it’s going to continue 
being an off lead park. 

My Daughter plays netball for West Coburg.  We are hoping that the planned courts and change room 
facilities go ahead.  The reserve seems very under used. 

Not allowing off the leash dogs 

open public toilets 

Public toilets 

Rebound walls 

Remove the dogs 

Safer play equipment for toddlers.  Available toilet facilities. 

Soccer goal post 

Tennis court 

Toilets 

Toilets and water 

Toilets that are open 

Toilets, basketball ring/tennis wall like at Montgomery Park 

update pavilion for women footballers 

water tap not located in playground so dogs can have a drink away from children 

 

Ranking of Priorities for Morris Reserve: 

Respondents were then asked to rank a range of options that are being considered for the 
development of Morris Reserve. The scale was from 1 (being most important) to 6 (being 
least important).  Results were then transformed into weighted averages and are graphed 
below.   

Again, recreation uses in the reserve were ranked more highly than sporting activities. The 
most popular option was facilities for non-sporting activities (such as sitting, walking, 
relaxing) which recorded a weighted average of 4.3.  This was followed by facilities for 
informal play (such as the playground, rebound pad, basketball pad and backboards etc.) at 
4.0 and enhancing the natural environment and landscape at 3.7.  

The lowest ranked priority was facilities for sport at 3.0.   
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Figure  11:  Ranking  of  priorities  at  Morris  Reserve  (n=107)  
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Comments 
At the end of the survey, respondents were asked if they had any further comments.  119 
respondents chose to make a comment.   

The most frequent comment (21.8% of respondents) was that respondents wanted Morris 
Reserve to be retained as a family friendly community space that is primarily used for 
activities such as walking, family activities and walking the dog.  This was followed by 
respondents who wanted the park to stay an off-lead dog park (19.3%). 

Improving the general facilities in the park, such as the toilet facilities, seating, shade, BBQs 
and picnic areas was also popular (16.8%). 

More than one in ten respondents (12.6%) wanted Council to leave the park exactly as it is; 
although some also added that the existing facilities should be upgraded. 
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A greater proportion of respondents stated they did not want any additional sporting facilities 
(11.8%) than those who supported adding netball courts (5.9%) or basketball facilities 
(3.4%).  

 

Themes  % 

Retain as a community space for recreation  21.8% 

Keep it as an off lead dog park  19.3% 

Improve park facilities e.g. toilets, seating, shade etc.  16.8% 

Leave it as is  12.6% 

Don't want an increase in sporting facilities  11.8% 

Increasing use by sports clubs would make the area too congested  11.8% 

More trees/ improve landscaping  11.8% 

Improve existing sporting facilities  8.4% 

Improve the children's playground  7.6% 

Reserve needs upgrading generally  6.7% 

Improve safety  5.9% 

Want netball courts included  5.9% 

Fence the playground from dog area  5.0% 

Don't want increased parking at reserve  4.2% 

Add basketball facilities  3.4% 

Improve parking  3.4% 

Needs dog poo receptacles  3.4% 

Better maintenance of park and trees  2.5% 

Needs to be a multi‐purpose facility (both sports and recreation)  2.5% 

Don't want netball courts  2.5% 

Better signage  1.7% 

Other  17.6% 
NB: Many respondents chose to comment on multiple issues; therefore results do not total 100% 


