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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT  

197 THE AVENUE, COBURG 

 

HISTORY 

1.1 The first land sales, 1839 

The open country north of the fledgling township of Melbourne was taken up quickly by early 
settlers and land speculators in the late 1830s. Comprising lightly timbered, and fertile, well-
watered country, this was ideal land for pastoral and agricultural settlers. The area now known 
as Coburg (but known as Pentridge up to 1869), within the Parish of Jika Jika, was officially 
surveyed and the first land sales took place in 1839. Allotments were around 100-200 acres 
each and were marked out in strips fronting the Merri Creek (known as the Merri Merri Creek 
up to at least 1851), to provide the maximum number of holdings with access to the creek 
frontage and fresh water. One of the two so-called ‘founders’ of Melbourne, John Pascoe 
Fawkner, purchased a large area of 780 acres on the Merri Creek in 1839 and named the 
property ‘Pascoe Vale’.  

The small bluestone building that is the subject of this report occupies the linear parcel of land 
designated as Crown allotment (CA) 132 in the Parish of Jika Jika, comprising 132 acres and 
bounded by the Merri Creek on the east. CA 132 was purchased from the Crown by Robert 
Fleming in 1839. Fleming did not keep the land for long, and it is likely that he subdivided it 
for re-sale.  

 

Figure 1: Crown allotment 132, Parish of Jika Jika, was purchased by Robert Fleming c.1839 (source: Parish of Jika 
Jika, [n.d.], c.1837-50, SLV Map Collection)  

Many of the early settlers in the Coburg area were graziers and farmers, while other settlers 
established orchards and vegetable gardens. One example is CA 127, on the Merri Creek, 
which adjoining CA 132 on its southern boundary. This was a 170-acre ‘country property’, four 
miles from the city, which in 1856 was described as having been ‘long occupied by the owner’. 
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It contained ‘nine rooms, two kitchens, stabling, &c; there is a gardens and orchard of 15 acres 
well fenced with stone’.1 

In 1845, the Melbourne merchant and politician (and later historian) William Westgarth (1815-
1889) purchased the north-eastern section of CA 132 from William Locke. This choice section 
comprised 46 acres of land with frontage to the Merri Creek. It is unclear how long Locke had 
owned the land, and whether or not he had acquired the land directly from Robert Fleming. 
Sometime before purchasing the property himself, Westgarth had visited it and remembered 
the ‘pretty cottage and gardens of Locke on the Merri’.2 This would indicate that between 1839 
and c.1843, a dwelling of some kind as well as a garden was established on the site, probably 
close to the Merri Creek. Westgarth named the property ‘Maryfield’ after his parental home in 
Edinburgh, and this became his private residence.3 He later recalled the place fondly, 
describing the ‘presentable cottage’ and the ‘large, well-stocked garden, … cultivation field, and 
a small natural park’. Here he ‘revelled in grapes, plums, and peaches, and much other country 
happiness’ and would often take visitors into the garden, laden with fruit, where they could 
‘complete their meal’.4 

By the early 1850s, more substantial homes were being built in the district, including some 
large villas. New buildings were often constructed from the plentiful bluestone sourced from 
nearby quarries along the Merri Creek, as well as locally made bricks. In 1850, a large prison 
was established, which became known as ‘Pentridge Prison’ after the name of the district. 
Westgarth continued to enjoy his orchard that flourished on the Merri Creek. 

1.2  ‘Moorefield’, 1855–1873 

In 1854 Westgarth sold ‘Maryfield’ to the successful Melbourne merchant David Moore (1824-
1898), who made the ‘slight nominal alteration’ to ‘Moorefield’. Westgarth’s comment that 
Moore ‘erased the poor old cottage for something more accordant with great golden Victoria’5 
would suggest that the new ‘Moorefield’ residence was sited more or less in the same location 
as Locke’s original residence – one that was described some years later as ‘elevated and well 
drained’.6 It is possible that the small bluestone outbuilding existed in Westgarth’s time (i.e. 
pre-1854), however no early maps or descriptions attest to this. 

David Moore, like Westgarth, had become a founding member of the Melbourne Chamber of 
Commerce in 1851.7 In 1854 Moore was residing in Collingwood with his wife Isabella (née 
Barass), but had offices and stores in central Melbourne. The following year, 1855, the 
Melbourne architect Charles Vickers called for tenders ‘for the several Works required in the 
erection of a Villa Residence on the Merri Creek, for David Moore, Esq.’8 Vickers had arrived 
in Victoria two years earlier. He was known primarily as an architect or church buildings, and 
had not designed many private residences in Victoria by that time. He had recently designed 
additions to the Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Coburg, to which David Moore was 
associated as a trustee, and this may have provided the opportunity for Moore to commission 
Vickers to design his new residence.9 Vickers’ association with Moore, who became a senior 
figure in the Victorian government, may also have improved his chances of winning 
commissions with the Public Works Department or, indeed, of later taking a salaried position 
with them. 

                                                      

1 Argus, 21 June 1856. 
2 William Westgarth, Personal Recollections of Early Melbourne and Victoria , 1888, p. 14. 
3 Westgarth, 1888, p. 33; Broome, Coburg: Between two creeks, 1987, p. 63. 
4 Westgarth, 1888, p. 33. 
5 Westgarth, 1888, p. 34. 
6 Argus, 16 September 1871. 
7 Suzanne G. Mellor 1974, ‘Moore, David (1824-1898)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Melbourne 
University Press, Carlton. 
8 Argus, 13 June 1855. 
9 Argus, 11 October 1854. 



3 

 

Figure 2: Photograph of David Moore, c.1850s (source: State Library of Victoria) 

Charles Vickers designed a substantial double-storey villa residence for David and Isabella 
Moore in the Tudor style. The house comprised 15 rooms, and was almost entirely surrounded 
by a verandah. The numerous steep gables were decorated with barge boards and finials. It was 
built of bluestone, and finished with an external render. The gable above the main entrance 
was finished with half-timbering. There was a detached kitchen built of bluestone with a slate 
roof ‘fitted with patent cooking-range, dresser, &c., as well as a servants’ hall and laundry, and 
three bedrooms for servants’.10 ‘Moorefield’ was well served by substantial outbuildings, which 
were later detailed in the sale notice for the property in 1871 as comprising: ‘commodious 
stabling for five horses and coachhouse, built of bluestone, with slate roof, with water supply. 
Coachman’s, harness, and gardener’s rooms; knife-house, milk-house and larder; coal and cow 
sheds, carpenter’s room, &c.’11 

 

Figure 3: MMBW Field survey book no. 796, dated 1911, with sketch detailing outbuildings associated with ‘Glengyle’ 
– stone entrance gates are at the southern side of the quadrangle (source: VPRS 8600, P0001, Unit 46, Public Record 
Office Victoria) 

                                                      

10 Argus, 16 September 1871. 
11 Argus, 16 September 1871.  
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It is reputed that prisoners from the Collingwood Stockade were employed in the construction 
of ‘Moorefield’.12 This was certainly possible, although prison labour was generally restricted to 
public works and churches at that time. In October 1855, there was a call for tenders from 
‘Masons’ Work in the Erection of Stables and Outbuildings at the Merri Creek for David 
Moore Esq.’.13 Joiners were required in November along with a plasterer’s labourer.14 
Construction was presumably nearing completion by March 1856 when Moore advertised, not 
without some sectarian discernment, for ‘an English or Scotch Married Couple; the woman a 
good cook, the man as groom and gardener’.15 

The house was set within a picturesque landscape setting with a water frontage. There was an 
extensive garden to the east and south of the house, including an orchard and kitchen garden. 
Beyond the garden, the land fell steeply to the bank of the Merri Creek. It can be presumed 
that Westgarth’s established and well-stocked garden of fruit trees, planted by the early 1840s 
and probably one of the chief attractions of the existing property in 1854, had been retained 
and further developed by David Moore.  

Although situated less than five miles from the centre of Melbourne, Moore developed 
‘Moorefield’ as a country estate rather than a suburban villa. It was described in 1871 as a 
‘family mansion’.16 It was reached from Melbourne via the principal northern thoroughfare, the 
Sydney Road, and then accessed by the adjoining Moore’s Lane (or Moore’s Road). It was 
approached along a winding entrance drive planted with ornamental trees. The rear of the 
house, flanked by servants’ quarters, stables and coachhouse, was entered through imposing 
ball-topped bluestone gate posts.  

 

Figure 4: Photograph of ‘Moorefield’, taken c.1890, showing the garden setting and the fall of the land to the Merri Creek 
(source: Coburg Historical Society) 

Moore had spared no expense in providing every necessity for the property. A description of 
Moorefield by a journalist with the nom de plume ‘Juvenis’ attested: ‘On the opposite side of 
the [Merri] creek was the mansion of wealthy gentleman, the hon. David Moore, who has 
spent, so I am told, thousands in beautifying his home and I forming round him a garden 
blooming with all the floral riches of this sunny clime.’17 The orchard was described in the 

                                                      

12 This is stated on the reverse of a photograph of ‘Glengyle’, c.1890, which was donated to the 
Coburg Historical Society by the MacGregor family. Cheryl Griffin, Coburg Historical Society, 
pers. com., 29 January 2016. This claim is somewhat curious given the proximity of the new prison 
at Pentridge. 
13 Argus, 1 October 1855. 
14 Argus, 6 November 1855. 
15 Argus, 27 March 1856. 
16 Argus, 16 September 1871. 
17 Fitzroy City Press, 10 October 1885. 
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Spring of 1871 as containing ‘nearly every description of fruit, comprising orange, lemons, 
walnuts, loquats, olives, vines of trellises and espalier, all in full bearing’ while the kitchen 
garden was described as having ‘well-established asparagus beds, &c, and all of the richest 
description.18 For such a garden, both extensive in size and requiring regular routine 
maintenance, a garden building of some kind in which to store tools and other items would 
have been a necessity, and this was not overlooked by David Moore. 

David and Isabella Moore occupied ‘Moorefield’, with their family of five children, for nearly 
twenty years. David Moore was elected to the Victorian Legislative Assembly and served as 
President of the Board of Land and Works in 1857. ‘Moorefield’ was a local landmark. It 
functioned as an important local building and served as the centre for various festive occasions 
and social events. Even before the new house was completed, in 1854, a gathering was held at 
‘Moorefield’, for example, following the laying of the foundation stone for the new additions 
to the Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Coburg, of which Moore was a trustee.19 Fellow 
parliamentarians, prominent public figures and members of Melbourne Society enjoyed balls 
and other social events at the property. Visitors included the Governor of Victoria, Henry 
Barkly.20 In 1856, 350 people trekked out to Moorefield for a ‘splendid’ all-night ball, including 
many of the political and business leaders of the colony.21 

 

Figure 5: Photograph of ‘Moorefield’, c.1890, showing detail of the house and garden. The conifers depicted appear to be 
Cupressus semprevirens (Pencil Pine); their odd form most likely indicates heavy clipping in an earlier period. The 
gabled stone building visible to the far left is the double-storeyed servants’ quarters (source: Coburg Historical Society) 

1.3  ‘Glengyle’, 1873–c.1908 

In 1873 David Moore sold the property and moved to St Kilda.22 The new owner was Duncan 
MacGregor (1835-1916), a Scottish immigrant turned successful pastoralist. MacGregor had 
arrived in Victoria in 1857, but worked initially in NSW before settling in Victoria in 1868. A 
successful stock breeder of sheep and cattle, MacGregor acquired large land holdings in the 
1870s and gained government backing in his proposal to drain the Koo Wee Rup swamp in 
Gippsland to create productive agricultural land.23 He named his suburban estate after his 
pastoral station ‘Glengyle’ in Queensland. 

No records have been found to detail physical changes to the property or the individual 
buildings during the MacGregors’ ownership. The western section of the estate, comprising 
roughly 30 acres, was probably annexed for sale either during MacGregor’s term or shortly 

                                                      

18 Argus, 16 September 1871. 
19 Newspaper reference, c.1854, via Trove. 
20 Brunswick and Coburg Star, 8 September 1916. 
21 Sally Graham (ed) 1998, A Man About Town, Melbourne University Press, Carlton, p. 135.  
22 Miles and Vivian, Brunswick Jubilee History, 1907, p. 11. 
23 J. Ann Hone 1974, ‘MacGregor, Duncan (1835-1916)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography , vol. 5. 
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after. By 1908, when ‘Glengyle’ had passed to grazier Samuel Denny, the property was 
confined to 14 acres of land, bounded by the Merri Creek on the east and Nicholson Street on 
the west.24 The original core of the property, immediately bordered by the Merri Creek, on 
which European occupation had commenced in 1839 and a residence and garden were 
established by the early 1840s, remained intact. 

The field note book used in the MMBW survey of the area in c.1911 show a detailed plan of 
the ‘Glengyle’ villa, noted as a ‘2 Story [sic] Stone and Brick House’, and its extensive 
outbuildings in relation to the northern property boundary. The small bluestone outbuilding 
close to the northern boundary is depicted as ‘stone closet’.25 Suburban development was 
encroaching by this time, with ‘two new brick villas’ erected in The Avenue close east to Merri 
Creek in 1914.26 

1.4  The fire of 1916 and after 

In 1916 ‘Glengyle’ was attacked by arsonists and was burnt down. At the time the property was 
owned by Samuel Denny, grazier, of Dandenong Road, Malvern, but for six weeks prior to the 
fire the house was reported to have been unoccupied. There was considerable regret at the loss 
of the grand house, which was regarded as a local landmark and of enormous local historical 
importance.27 Proprietor of the Brunswick and Coburg Star, A.B. Turnham, captured the damage 
in a series of photographs of the ‘Ruins’, taken shortly after the fire (see images below).   

While the various stone buildings were not completely destroyed in the fire, they were 
presumably deemed structurally unsound and demolished. It seems likely that some of the 
bluestone was sold or salvaged by local residents. Cut bluestone is evident in private gardens 
and in the foundations of private residences in the area, as well as scattered along the creek 
bank. Surprisingly, the remnants of the once-grand ornamental gate posts (as shown below in 
Figure 8) survive in a private driveway in The Avenue, Coburg. 

 

Figure 6: The entrance gates and servants’ quarters at ‘Glengyle’ after the fire of 1916 (source: Coburg Historical Society) 

 

                                                      

24 Certificate of Title, Vol. 03263, Fol. 449, dated 1908, Land Victoria. 
25 MMBW field note book No. 796, inscribed 1911, VPRS 8600, P0001, unit 46, PROV. 
26 Brunswick and Coburg Leader, 17 April 1914. 
27 Brunswick and Coburg Star, 8 September 1916. 
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Figure 7: The ruined servants’ quarters at ‘Glengyle’ after the fire of 1916 (source: Coburg Historical Society) 

In the MMBW Detail Plan No. 2337, dated 1919 (after the fire), the ‘Glengyle’ mansion is not 
shown, however a smaller dwelling is shown at 197 The Avenue, which corresponds with the 
siting of the east side of the former mansion. A small stone outbuilding is also shown to the 
north-east of this dwelling with the notation ‘C’ (i.e. a watercloset).28  

It is likely that the existing residence at 1/197 The Avenue was built/refurbished from the 
ruins of ‘Glengyle’, while the attic-style residence next door (at No. 195) is an entirely new 
building erected in c.1920. The wall on the eastern side of the existing house, closest to the 
subject outbuilding, would appear to correlate to the position of the eastern wall of the former 
‘Glengyle’ residence. The small bluestone outbuilding shows signs of having been refurbished 
for domestic use in the c1930s-50s. 

 

  

Figure 8 (left): Extract taken from MMBW Field survey book no. 796, dated 1911, with sketch detailing eastern wing 
of ‘Glengyle’ (green arrow) and adjacent bluestone outbuilding to the north-east (red arrow) (source: VPRS 8600, P0001, 
Unit 46, Public Record Office Victoria) 

Figure 9(right): Extract taken from MMBW Detail Plan 2337, dated 1919, showing the Victorian house (green arrow) 
adjacent to the bluestone outbuilding (red arrow) (Source: State Library of Victoria) 

 

A mature remnant garden was noted at 197 The Avenue in 1999, with species that included 
Cupressus semprevirens (Pencil Pine).29 The same species can be seen in the photograph of 

                                                      

28 MMBW Detail Plan No. 2337 (Municipality of Coburg), 1919, SLV. 
29 Allom Lovell & John Patrick 1999, ‘City of Moreland Heritage Review: Landscape citations’ . 
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‘Glengyle’ dated c.1890. While these particular trees no longer survive, following development 
of the eastern part of the site at 197 The Avenue for residential purposes, several trees of the 
same species survive at 170 The Avenue (currently a vacant block), directly opposite 197 The 
Avenue, which had also originally formed part of ‘Glengyle’ estate. The MMBW plan of 1919 
shows the site corresponding with 170 The Avenue marked as ‘Garden’. Although the house 
was lost in the 1916 fire, it seems that the garden survived for some time longer. 

1.5  Likely function of the bluestone outbuilding 

The original purpose of the small bluestone outbuilding seems most probably to have been as 
a stand-alone garden building. It was most likely erected in 1855 as part of architect Charles 
Vickers’ original plan for ‘Moorefield’, and so would also, presumably, have been designed by 
Vickers and built by a contracted mason. The Gothic style of the building fits with Vickers’ 
other work in Victoria – he designed a number of Gothic Revival churches in bluestone. 
Indeed, he seems to have been primarily a designer of churches, and worked in that capacity in 
England in the early 1850s before arriving in Victoria. 

A garden building – perhaps a potting room or tool shed – would have been a logical necessity 
for the extensive garden at Moorefield and its position in relation to the main house is also 
consistent with this theory. Historical records show that a large and well developed garden was 
pre-existing at ‘Moorefield’ before 1854 and that David Moore advertised for a man to work as 
a gardener at ‘Moorefield’ in 1855. In addition, a ‘gardener’s room’ was noted as part of the 
‘Moorefield’ estate in 1871.30 While the particular form and use of this building is not certain, it 
would make sense for the garden building to be located closer to the garden proper rather than 
close to the other ‘working’ buildings at the rear (west side) of the house. Of further interest is 
two short lines of fencing along the south and west sides of the bluestone outbuilding, which is 
shown in the MMBW field note book sketch plan of 1911. This may have been added to 
screen a garden building from the privacy of the front of the main house. The fencing is 
marked as ‘Trellis’, which adds further weight to the theory that the building had a garden 
function.  

Although contrasting with the Tudor style of the main house, with its depressed arches, the 
bluestone outbuilding’s decorative Gothic Revival detailing (with a lancet-arched doorway) was 
in keeping with the fashion for ornamental garden buildings on large estates in the mid-
nineteenth century. Other possible stand-alone buildings for such a large house, such as a 
dairy/coolroom, or a coal-house, would more logically have been sited with the other 
outbuilding at the rear (west end) of the main house. 

1.6  Significant people associated with the site 

William Westgarth (1815–1889) was a highly significant figure in early Melbourne, through 
his commercial activities as a merchant and in public life as a politician. Between 1845 and 
1854, he resided at ‘Maryfield’ on the Merri Creek in Coburg, which was the previous name for 
the site that became ‘Moorefield’ and later ‘Glengyle’. His house would most likely have 
occupied the same site as the later house ‘Moorefield’ (1855). Westgarth is notable as an early 
historian of Melbourne and Victoria, with publications including Australia Felix; or, a Historical 
and Descriptive Account of the Settlement of Port Phillip (1848) and Personal Recollections of Early 
Melbourne and Victoria (1888). Westgarth is recognised as an important figure in Australian 
history through his inclusion in the Australian Dictionary of Biography (vol. 6). 

David Moore (1824–1898), born in NSW as the son of a sea captain, became a merchant and 
politician in early Melbourne. He was elected to the Victorian Legislative Assembly in 1856, 
and sat in the second Victorian parliament. He was president of the Board of Land and Works 
in 1857 and filled other senior roles in the Victorian government. He was also active in local 
affairs. Moore built a large villa residence at ‘Moorefield’ on the Merri Creek, which was a 
notable private home and the centre of much social activity. He and his family occupied 
‘Moorefield’ (later known as ‘Glengyle’) from 1854 to 1873. David Moore is recognised as an 

                                                      

30 Argus, 16 September 1871. 



9 

important figure in Australian history through his inclusion in the Australian Dictionary of 
Biography (vol. 5). 

Duncan MacGregor (1835–1916), born in Scotland, arrived in Victoria in the 1850s and 
became an enterprising pastoralist. He took up large cattle stations in Queensland and also 
owned properties in Victoria. He was a successful sheep breeder and later pioneered the 
drainage scheme for the Koo Wee Rup Swamp in Victoria. MacGregor lived for a period in 
Queensland before settling in Melbourne where he purchased the ‘Moorefield’ estate on the 
Merri Creek at Coburg and renamed it ‘Glengyle’. He occupied ‘Glengyle’ from 1873 until 
c.1908. MacGregor is recognised as an important figure in Australian history through his 
inclusion in the Australian Dictionary of Biography (vol. 5). 

Charles Vickers (c.1819–1883), English architect, arrived in the Colony of Victoria in 1853 
and established a practice in Melbourne. He was living in Richmond in 1855 when he was 
commissioned by David Moore to design a villa residence ‘Moorefield’ on the Merri Creek in 
Coburg. ‘Moorefield’ appears to be his earliest domestic commission in Victoria and was 
atypical in the colony at that time for its Tudor style. The bluestone outbuilding at 197 The 
Avenue was most likely erected in 1855 as part of Vickers’ original plan for ‘Moorefield’, and 
so would also, presumably, have been designed by Vickers and built by a contracted mason.  

The Gothic style of the bluestone outbuilding fits with Vickers’ other work in Victoria – he 
designed a number of Gothic Revival churches in bluestone. Indeed, he seems to have been 
primarily a designer of churches, and was working in that capacity in England, notably 
Yorkshire, in the early 1850s before arriving in Victoria. His first commissions after arriving in 
Victoria were Christ Church Anglican Church and vicarage at Hawthorn (1853–54); additions 
to St Peter’s Anglican Church, Eastern Hill (1853); and Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Barrabool (1855, demolished) and Anglican Vicarage, Barrabool (1855). In 1854 he completed 
additions to the Holy Trinity Anglican Church at Pentridge Village (Coburg).  

The design of the bluestone building associated with ‘Moorefield’ is in keeping with other 
Gothic Revival works by Charles Vickers that use rock-faced stone, such as his own private 
residence, ‘Ivy Grange’ in Kew. Vickers was later employed in the Public Works Department, 
designing a number of government buildings in Victoria. Vickers moved from Melbourne to 
Sydney in 1879, following financial difficulties, and died there in 1883. Although he was a 
significant early Victorian architect, Vickers’ work has been lost in the passage of time and has 
he has not perhaps received due recognition. There is no entry on him, for example, in the 
weighty Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture (2012) edited by Philip Goad and Julie Willis. 
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2 DESCRIPTION 

2.2 Description  

The subject site at 197 The Avenue, Coburg, is an irregularly shaped parcel of land located on 
the north-west side at the end of the cul-de-sac on The Avenue, Coburg, to the west of the 
Merri Creek. The Avenue contains mixed residential built form dating to various periods, 
including Edwardian (at the western end), and Californian Bungalow style houses as well as 
more contemporary small and medium scale development.  

 

        Figure 10: Plan illustrating the extent of 197 The Avenue, Coburg (source: Land Channel; adapted by Context 2016) 

 

The site supports a modest dwelling that has been heavily modified over time, and a bluestone 
outbuilding on the north-west side of the house. The house appears to have Victorian origins, 
with its bluestone foundations, ruled-render walls, cast-iron sub-floor vents, and vertical 
window format. The tall hipped roof likely dates from the early twentieth century, and 
extensive changes to the front façade were made in the mid-twentieth century. Considering 
that it is in the same location as the east wing of ‘Glengyle’ house (as shown on Figures 8 & 9), 
and was clearly built prior to the 1916 fire that destroyed (most of) the house, the documentary 
and physical evidence indicates that it was reconstructed from part of ‘Glengyle’. 

The bluestone building is set back several feet from the southern boundary of a drainage 
channel that runs in a west–east direction from De Carle Street, Coburg, to its outflow into the 
Merri Creek. 

 

Figure 11: Façade of the heavily altered Victorian dwelling and new carport existing on the site (source: Context 2016) 
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Figure 12: Fenestration, bluestone foundations and cast-iron vent pattern are evidence of the Victorian origins of the 
existing dwelling on the subject site (source: Context 2016) 

 

 

Figure 13: Subject bluestone outbuilding (source: Context 2016) 

The bluestone outbuilding clearly demonstrates the use of nineteenth-century materials such as 
the uncoursed squared rubble bluestone walls with gallets (stone chips) inserted between them, 
square timber-framed window with ‘lamb’s tongue’ profile glazing bars on the southern side of 
the building, remnant lime mortar, a lancet-arched doorway, and drafted margins to the 
doorway, window and massive quoins.  
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The very heavy basalt (bluestones) stones used as reveals for the window are an unusual 
treatment. The particularly contrast with the very slender sandstone lintel above them. The 
drafted margins of the lintel stone do not precisely match those of the reveals and sill, and 
above it is a row of gallets (stone chips). This may indicate that the original lintel was replaced 
and the height of the wall reduced somewhat. 

Other, more legible modifications are the twentieth-century terracotta tiled roof with very basic 
roof framing, a concrete slab floor, c1930s–1950s internal wall linings, and Art Deco cornicing 
and door fittings. Two openings to the rear (east) wall have been infilled during the 20th 
century with brick, with a massive bluestone slab between them. 

Brick backing to the bluestone walls is visible through the gable vent, but the bricks could not 
be viewed closely enough to determine if they are nineteenth-century bricks or related to the 
twentieth-century refurbishment. 

 

 

Figure 14: Victorian window flanked by large bluestone blocks and topped with sandstone (source: Context 2016) 
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Figure 15: Bluestone coursing is consistent with nineteenth-century building materials and techniques (source: Context 
2016) 

 

Figure 16: Brick infill to openings on east elevation (source: Context 2016) 

 

 

Figure 17: There is evidence of bricks in the lining of the building (source: Context 2016) 
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Figure 18: Victorian-style window with ‘lamb’s tongue’ profile glazing bars on the south side of the outbuilding (source: 
Context 2016) 

 

 

Figure 19: Bluestone building has c.1930s masonite lining and Art Deco cornicing (source: Context 2016) 

 

Despite the fact that the dwelling adjacent to the outbuilding is no longer clearly recognisable 
as part of the original ‘Glengyle’ house, there are still traces of the nineteenth-century origins in 
the vicinity of the site, including the bluestone ball-topped entrance gates which were likely 
salvaged from the ruins of ‘Glengyle’, as shown in the photograph in Figure 17.   
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Figure 20: Remnants of the original stone entrance gates to ‘Glengyle’ survive at 185 The Avenue, Coburg (source: 
Context 2016) 

 

Furthermore, there is a bluestone laneway extending along the north side of the subject 
outbuilding and two early bluestone drains running into the creek which appear to date to the 
mid to late nineteenth century. The fall of the land and creek setting remain as they were in the 
nineteenth century. 

There are some remnant mature plantings Cupressus semprevirens (Pencil Pine) on a vacant lot at 
170 The Avenue, directly opposite the subject site, which originally formed part of the 
‘Glengyle’ garden.   

 

Figure 21: Remnant vegetation at 170 The Avenue, Coburg (source: Context 2016) 
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Figure 22: Remnant vegetation at 170 The Avenue, Coburg (source: Context 2016) 

2.3 Integrity 

There are still signs of the original context for the outbuilding and the ruins of ‘Glengyle’ 
house around the immediate vicinity of the site, such as the entrance gates. 

The house has been heavily modified with only small traces of its Victorian origins remaining 
in its present state, such as the bluestone foundations, ruled-render walls, cast-iron vents and 
window format. There is likely to be evidence within the building and its walls, however, that 
could provide information about the form and construction of ‘Glengyle’ house. 

The built fabric of the subject bluestone outbuilding has been somewhat altered, with the 
introduction of a new floor, roof, brick infill to the east wall, and general internal 
refurbishment that occurred sometime between the c.1930s and 1950s. While these 
interventions provided a degree of physical reinforcement and may have prevented further 
deterioration of the building, these works have somewhat undermined the integrity of the 
building. The interior is not considered intact enough to warrant controls. 
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3 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

3.1 Comparable bluestone buildings in the City of Moreland 

 The City of Moreland Thematic History (2010 p.54) notes that ‘by 1865 there were a total of 
312 houses in Coburg, including 95 built of local bluestone’, highlighting the predominance in 
Brunswick and Coburg of the brickmaking and quarrying industries. Prior to the 1850s 
bluestone was used for the purposes of plinths and foundations. The study goes on to say that  

Local, readily available bluestone was little used before the 1850s, but became more important as a building 
material within the municipality as well as throughout Melbourne when quarries were opened along the 
Merri Creek to provide hewn blocks … By the 1860s its primary use was for public buildings, churches, 
warehouses, bridges and street works. In Brunswick there were fifty-one bluestone houses in the 1860s, most 
comprising 2-3 rooms with external bathing and kitchen areas. (2010, p.55)  

There are some bluestone residences remaining in Brunswick dating back to the 1850s, 
including a random coursed bluestone house at 130 Barkly Street that was likely built by 
Matthew Birkitt, a local quarryman (VHR H0594) – significant for its association with 
Melbourne’s building trades. A bluestone dwelling at 151 Barkly Street dates to circa 1860s, as 
do two stone cottages which still stand at 189-191 Edward Street, and another at 119 Lygon 
Street. A bluestone dwelling also remains at 6 Craigrossie Avenue, Coburg (VHR H0375 – 
architectural and historical significance) that was initially built by Scottish merchant, Robert 
Mailer in about 1859-60, comprising a large kitchen, four smaller rooms and a hall, with more 
rooms added later. Mailer was one of the petitioners who brought about a change in the area’s 
name from Pentridge to Coburg.  

These aforementioned bluestone buildings were all reasonably modest dwellings occupied by 
farmers or tradesmen, rather than elaborate dwelling such as that built by David Moore, which 
was a rare twelve-room, two-storey, Tudor-style stone villa. The City of Moreland Thematic 
History notes that ‘It was possibly the largest house in the area, and even the outbuildings were 
large two-storey structures.’ (2010, p.56) There are no other bluestone outbuildings that have 
been identified as having heritage significance in the City of Moreland. 

3.2 Comparable bluestone outbuildings in Victoria 

Small bluestone outbuildings dating to the 1850s are fairly well represented in heritage 
inventories throughout Victoria, with other examples exhibiting higher levels of intactness and 
also integrity through their relationship to other related buildings. The subject bluestone 
building exhibits a low degree of visual connection to its original surrounds, with the exception 
of the remnants of the once-grand ornamental gate posts which survive in a private driveway 
in The Avenue, Coburg. The remaining Victorian building bears little resemblance to the 
nineteenth-century bluestone residence (though it may have been refurbished from a small part 
of the burnt-out ‘Glengyle’ mansion). Recent residential development has added to the lack of 
visual connection between the outbuilding and the Merri Creek.  

3.3 Other works of Charles Vickers 

Charles Vickers’ works were more often Gothic Revival, notably his churches. In 1854 he 
completed additions to the Holy Trinity Anglican Church at Coburg, and up to that time he 
had worked mainly on church buildings in Victoria, including the additions to St Peter’s, 
Eastern Hill (1853); Christ Church Anglican Church and vicarage at Hawthorn (1853–54); and 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Barrabool (1855, demolished) and the Anglican Vicarage, 
Barrabool (1855).  
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Vickers went on to design a number of government buildings in Victoria from the late 1850s 
to the 1870s through his employment with the Public Works Department. His notable public 
buildings include Castlemaine Gaol (1857); the original Caretaker’s Lodge and Administrative 
Office at Boroondara Cemetery (1860); Yea Court House (1861, demolished); the original 
Richmond Town Hall (1869); and Richmond State School No. 1396 (1874). 

Much of Vickers’ early works have been demolished or have been significantly altered. A few 
of his residential buildings survive, notably his private residence ‘Ivy Grange’ in Kew (1864, 
altered) and the Anglican vicarage at Barrabool (1855). The design of the bluestone building at 
197 The Avenue, Coburg (1855), is in keeping with other works of Charles Vickers that use 
undressed stone, such as ‘Ivy Grange’ in Kew. The bluestone outbuilding at 197 The Avenue, 
Coburg, is the earliest surviving domestic building designed by Vickers in Australia. 

 

  

Figure 23 (left): St Edmund’s Church in Northampton, England, built 1850; now demolished (source: Ancestry.com) 

Figure 24 (right): ‘Ivy Grange’, Kew, photographed in the 1960s (source: John Collins Collection, State Library of 
Victoria) 

  

Figure 25 (left): Christ Church Anglican Church, Hawthorn (1853–54) (source: www.otha.org.au) 

Figure 26 (right): The original Richmond Town Hall (1870) (source: State Library of Victoria) 
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4 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

4.1 Heritage values 

The HERCON criteria have been adopted for use in local government heritage studies to 
assess whether a place satisfies the threshold of cultural heritage significance. 

The site now known as 1/197 The Avenue, Coburg, which includes the bluestone outbuilding 
and the Victorian-era dwelling, is considered to be of local historical and scientific significance 
to the City of Moreland. It satisfies the following criterion for meeting the threshold of local 
significance: 

 Criterion A  Importance to the course, or pattern, of our cultural or natural history 

The small bluestone outbuilding was built as one of a number of bluestone outbuildings that 
served the large country estate of ‘Moorefield’ (later ‘Glengyle’). In the mid-nineteenth century 
there were several substantial estates on the Merri Creek and this was a typical building of its 
kind both in Coburg and on pastoral and farming properties across northern and western 
Melbourne, where bluestone is common, and in the Western District of Victoria. The bulk of 
early estates in Coburg and elsewhere in the City of Moreland have been eroded over time by 
urban development. While the bluestone building remaining at 197 The Avenue was probably 
typical, or at least not unusual, in rural Victoria in the nineteenth century, it is now a rare 
structure, especially in metropolitan Melbourne. The site at 1/197 The Avenue, Coburg, is also 
rare as a site of well-documented early European settlement in Victoria (c.1839–1843), and the 
outbuilding is a tangible reminder of one of the grandest early estates in Coburg. The use of 
bluestone also demonstrates the importance of the early quarrying industry and use of 
vernacular materials in the development of the local area.  

The small bluestone outbuilding at 1/197 The Avenue, Coburg, remains a marker of the 
northern extent of the former ‘Glengyle’ estate (and likewise, of ‘Moorefield’ and before that, 
of ‘Maryfield’). The wider area surrounding the bluestone outbuilding retains remnant fabric of 
the ruins of ‘Glengyle’ (formerly ‘Moorefield’). The ball-topped bluestone gate posts of 
‘Glengyle/Moorefield’, which date to 1855, survive in an altered state at the driveway entrance 
to 185 The Avenue, Coburg. The single-storey Victorian dwelling adjacent to the bluestone 
building appears to be the refurbished eastern wing of ‘Glengyle’ house, however this is yet to 
be substantiated via archaeological investigation. 

 Criterion C Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of our cultural or 
natural history 

Sections of land within the curtilage of the site at 1/197 The Avenue, Coburg, may have 
archaeological potential but this has not been investigated in detail. Previously Heritage 
Victoria advised that the site was unlikely to have significant historical archaeological values, as 
most of the 197 The Avenue has been redeveloped with units. This assessment, however, was 
made prior to the understanding that this was the site of ‘Glenglyle’ (and formerly 
‘Moorefield’), and that the house of the site is likely a remnant of that house. As discussed 
above, hand-drawn MMBW survey plan of 1911 (see figure 4) shows the east wing of ‘Glengyle’ 
positioned in precisely the same location as the Victorian house is sited today, as illustrated in 
the 1919 MMBW detail plan (see figure 5). Due to this new evidence, it would be worthwhile to 
revisit the question of archaeological potential, as there might be remnant sub-surface domestic 
material dating from the nineteenth century. 

It is also clear that the Victorian house itself has the potential to yield information about 
‘Glengyle’ house, with much of this information concealed within its walls. 

 Criterion H Special association with the life or works or a person, or groups of persons, of 
importance in our history. 

Significant people associated with the site include William Westgarth, David Moore, Duncan 
MacGregor and Charles Vickers. These are detailed below: 
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William Westgarth (1815–1889) was a highly significant figure in early Melbourne and 
Victoria, through his commercial activities as a merchant and in public life as a 
politician and historian. Between 1845 and 1854, he resided at ‘Maryfield’ on the Merri 
Creek in Coburg, which was a previous name for the ‘Moorefield/ Glengyle’ property. 
His house would most likely have occupied the same site as the later house 
‘Moorefield’ (1855). Westgarth is notable as an early historian of Melbourne and 
Victoria, with publications including Australia Felix; or, a Historical and Descriptive Account 
of the Settlement of Port Phillip (1848) and Personal Recollections of Early Melbourne and 
Victoria (1888). Westgarth is recognised as an important figure in Australian history 
through his inclusion in the Australian Dictionary of Biography (vol. 6). 
 
David Moore (1824–1898), was a merchant and politician in early Melbourne. He was 
elected to the Victorian Legislative Assembly in 1856, and sat in the second Victorian 
parliament. He was president of the Board of Land and Works in 1857 and filled other 
senior roles in the Victorian government. He was also active in local affairs. Moore 
built a large villa residence at ‘Moorefield’ on the Merri Creek, which was a notable 
private home and the centre of much social activity. He and his family occupied 
‘Moorefield’ (later known as ‘Glengyle’) from 1854 to 1873. David Moore is 
recognised as an important figure in Australian history through his inclusion in the 
Australian Dictionary of Biography (vol. 5). 
 
Duncan MacGregor (1835–1916), born in Scotland, arrived in Victoria in the 1850s 
and became an enterprising pastoralist. He took up large cattle stations in Queensland 
and also owned properties in Victoria. He was a successful sheep breeder and later 
pioneered the drainage scheme for the Koo Wee Rup Swamp in Victoria. MacGregor 
lived for a period in Queensland before settling in Melbourne where he purchased the 
‘Moorefield’ estate on the Merri Creek at Coburg and renamed it ‘Glengyle’. He 
occupied ‘Glengyle’ from 1873 until c.1908. MacGregor is recognised as an important 
figure in Australian history through his inclusion in the Australian Dictionary of Biography 
(vol. 5). 
 
Charles Vickers (c.1819–1883), architect, arrived in the Colony of Victoria in 1853 and 
established a practice in Melbourne. He was living in Richmond in 1855 when he was 
commissioned by David Moore to design a villa residence ‘Moorefield’ on the Merri 
Creek at Coburg. ‘Moorefield’ was one of Vickers’ earliest domestic commissions in 
Victoria and was atypical in the colony at that time for its Tudor style. In the 1850s 
Charles Vickers was known primarily as a church architect, favouring the Gothic 
Revival style. In Victoria, he was employed for many years with the Public Works 
Department and designed a number of public buildings. He moved from Melbourne 
to Sydney in 1879, following financial difficulties, and died there in 1883.    
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4.2  Statement of Significance 

What is significant? 

The bluestone outbuilding and Victorian house at 1/197 The Avenue, Coburg, are significant. 
Both are remnants of the former ‘Glengyle’ estate (and likewise, of ‘Moorefield’ and before 
that, of ‘Maryfield’), which was the site of well-documented early European settlement in 
Victoria (as early as c.1839–1843). ‘Moorefield’ (later renamed ‘Glengyle’) was a substantial 
two-storey Tudor Revival villa built in rendered bluestone with (unrendered) bluestone 
outbuildings. It was designed in 1855 by architect Charles Vickers, who had recently emigrated 
from England and was best known in Victoria for his bluestone Gothic Revival churches. 

How is it significant? 

They are of local historical and scientific significance to the City of Moreland. 

Why is it significant? 

The bluestone outbuilding at 197 The Avenue, Coburg, is historically significant as the last 
known outbuilding of the original ‘Moorefield’ (later ‘Glengyle’) villa, with its associated 
extensive complex of bluestone outbuildings, which was built in 1855 and served as a grand 
and important private residence of early Melbourne. It is also historically significant as an early 
surviving work of Charles Vickers, a notable early colonial architect who designed numerous 
Gothic Revival churches and several public buildings in Victoria from the mid 1850s to the late 
1870s. The historical significance of the site also lies in its association with William Westgarth, 
David Moore and Duncan McGregor, all of whom played important roles in the development 
of Coburg in particular, and colonial Victoria more generally. (Criteria A & H) 

The Victorian house is of scientific significance for its potential to yield further information 
about the construction of ‘Moorefield’ or ‘Glengyle’ house, as it comprises the eastern wing of 
the house, refurbished after the fire of 1916. (Criterion C) 


