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Historical Context 

Local Pentridge residents resisted incorporating with the Brunswick Municipal 

District in 1857. Some members of the community met the following year in Sydney 

Road’s Golden Fleece Hotel and voted to form their own local government. The First 

World War and its wake of disruption and renewal brought many changes to the quiet 

northern suburb of Coburg. Replacement of the original bluestone chamber and 

offices and wooden town hall became more important as Coburg’s prospect of city 

status gained momentum. At the council meeting of 12 October 1921, plans drawn by 

local architect Charles Heath (1867–1948) were adopted for a complex that included 

new offices, a town hall and memorial hall (Summerton, 2010:86) 

 

Land for police purposes was set aside in the reserve in the north-west end of 

Drummond Street in 1854. A wooden lockup was brought up from Brunswick and 



was used until a two-room bluestone station was built in 1857. The station later 

moved to a more central location on Sydney Road near Munro Street and moved to 

new premises in Bell Street, along with a new courthouse close by. Both the police 

station and the courthouse remain at Bell Street (Summerton, 2010:88).  

 

History 

The former police station at 160-162 Bell Street is at least the third police station to 

operate in Coburg. Previous police stations were located at Drummond Street and in 

Sydney Road. The Coburg police station and the courthouse (in Main Street and 

associated with this site) were first manned and opened in 1933, their planning and 

construction coinciding with the economic depression (Coburg Historical Society, 

1987).  

 

Court activities also operated from the Coburg municipal complex prior to the 

construction of the Bell Street facility. The Coburg police station was originally 

intended to be built on the corner of Rodda and Bell Streets. Instead the land was 

reserved for Coburg High School due to strong objections from the Coburg Council 

and the High School advisory council (Age, 25 August 1926:17). 

 

The Coburg Police Station at 160-162 Bell Street was built in 1929 by builder and 

contractor P. E. Rawlinson (RB 1928/29, 1929/30 & 1930/31; Age 20 July 1928:10; 

Argus 30 July 1928:4). The Department of Public Works accepted Rawlinson’s tender 

for construction in July 1928, at a cost of 3850 pounds (Age 20 July 1928:10; Argus 

30 July 1928:4). The courthouse and undoubtedly the police station were designed 

under the supervision of the chief architect of the Public Works Department E. Evan 

Smith. It is highly likely that the complex was designed as a whole. Since 2015, the 

Police Station has been used as a restaurant called ‘The Old Cop Shop’. 

 

E. Evan Smith  

Edwin Evan Smith (1870-1965) was born in Dundee, Scotland, later migrating to 

Queensland in1889, joining the office of Oakden, Addison and Kemp. From 1897-

1898 Smith led the Toowoomba -based practice of Charles McLay before joining the 

Queensland Public Works Department. In 1912 Smith joined the Commonwealth 

Department of Works, working with the celebrated Commonwealth architect John 

Smith Murdoch. In 1922 E. Evan Smith was appointed chief architect with the 

Victorian Public Works Department where he had an illustrious career designing 

many major buildings including the Emily McPherson School of Domestic Economy 

(now part of RMIT), courthouses at South Melbourne (1927-28), and Wonthaggi 

(1927) (Goad & Willis, 2012:635, HERMES 56772)  
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Description & Integrity 

The Coburg police station is designed in the Interwar domestic style as described in 

the Survey of Police Buildings (O’Neill, 1990). O’Neill includes a descriptive list of 

types of police buildings as ‘Domestic Style (1859-1950) with a subset of ‘Between 

the Wars’ - E. Evan Smith’.  

 

The single storey police station facing Bell Street is a symmetrical composition with a 

hipped roof clad in terra cotta tile, and a pair of tall and plainly designed chimneys. 

The dominant feature is the projecting central section comprising a recessed entry 

porch and a pair of triple light sash windows. The entrance features a decorative arch 

in slim clinker brinks and applied lettering to a rendered panel; above which is a well 

detailed parapet of opposing curves with a crown set in a circular motif. The police 

station comprises an ‘L’shaped plan around an open yard with some outbuildings and 

extensions at the rear. The walls are of plain face red brick punctuated by sash 

windows with a wide rendered band under the eaves. Externally the building has few 

alterations apart from a small extension to the rear.  

 

Comparative Analysis 

Interwar public buildings in Moreland are generally associated with the growth and 

development of local government and public service utilities. The domestic style 

applied to public buildings is also exemplified in the Truby King Infant Welfare 

Centre in Coburg designed by architect R. Mc. Dawson (HO245). Charles Heath, one 

of Moreland’s best architects of the Interwar period designed the Coburg municipal 

complex, 88-92 Bell Street (HO204). Heath had previously designed the Fawkner 

Cemetery (1906-1945) (VHR and additions to the Brunswick Town Hall (1926). The 

Coburg fire station at 725 Sydney Road, designed by Cedric Ballantyne also adopts a 

domestic style for a public building. 

 

 
Coburg courthouse, Main Street, Coburg, situated behind the police station. Also, 

designed by E. Evan Smith, 1929-30 (HO322)  

 



 
Coburg Electricity Supply Building (former), 23-25 Harding Street, Coburg, HO309 

 
Truby King baby health centre, Elm Grove, Coburg 1926 (HO245, H2042) 

 

 
Coburg fire station, 725 Sydney Road, 1925 (HO369) 

 

The Coburg police station compares well with the above examples, all of which have 

HOs or state level heritage protection. As part of the Coburg police and court complex 

together with the courthouse, the police station is of equivalent heritage value. The 

police station exemplifies the domestic styling favoured in this period and illustrated 

by the Coburg fire station and Truby King baby health centre. It is a finer and more 

intact example than the Coburg electricity supply building.  

 

  



Assessment Against Criteria 

 

Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 

Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local 

context. 

 

 

CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Moreland's 

cultural or natural history (historical significance). 

 

Historically, the Coburg police station and courthouse built in 1929-30 and supervised 

by the chief architect of the Public Works Department E. Evan Smith, is significant 

for its association with the development of government facilities in Coburg between 

the wars. This window of opportunity was relatively short lived and represented a 

concerted effort to provide public facilities after the World War I and before the force 

of the economic depression affected the construction of public works. Situated a short 

distance west of the Coburg municipal complex at 88-92 Bell Street, the police station 

is historically significant for its association with this public precinct, having been 

relocated from the municipal buildings. The police station is historically significant 

for its association with the Coburg courthouse (HO322) at 1A Main Street, designed 

at the same time and by the same architect.  

 

CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 

Moreland's cultural or natural history (rarity). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an 

understanding of the City of Moreland's cultural or natural history (research 

potential). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class 

of cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 

 

The Coburg police station is a fine and externally intact example of Interwar domestic 

architecture as applied to public buildings. Features of the style include the residential 

scale, use of similar forms and materials including hipped roofs, plain red brick and 

terra cotta tile. It is also a fine and intact example of the architecture of E. Evan Smith 

who created a find body of work through his role as chief architect of the Victorian 

Public Works Department from 1922-1929.  

 

CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics 

(aesthetic significance). 

 

The Coburg police station is aesthetically significant for its design features of the 

centrally located and projecting porch with clinker brick arch and recessed entry. The 

finely detailed and curved parapet in cement render featuring a crown motif is a 

particularly fine element in the composition. The police station is aesthetically 



significant for its formal composition gained through its symmetrical elevation to Bell 

Street with hipped roof and tall chimneys balanced either side of the central section.  

 

CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 

achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or 

cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance 

of a place to Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural 

traditions (social significance). 

 

The social value of the Coburg police station has not been assessed as part of this 

Study. It is probable that particular communities may have strong connections to both 

the police station and the courthouse. Because of its prominent location on Bell Street, 

the police station may possess social value defined as a local landmark.  

 

CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of 

persons, of importance in the City of Moreland's history (associative significance). 

 

N/A 

  

Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

The Coburg police station built 1929-30 and designed under the supervision of the 

chief architect of the Public Works Department, E. Evan Smith is significant. The 

police station is associated with the courthouse on the adjoining site at 1A Main Street 

(HO322).  

 

How is it significant? 

Coburg police station is of local historic, architectural and aesthetic significance to the 

City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

Historically, the Coburg police station and courthouse built in 1929-30 and supervised 

by the chief architect of the Public Works Department E. Evan Smith, is significant 

for its association with the development of government facilities in Coburg between 

the wars. This window of opportunity was relatively short lived and represented a 

concerted effort to provide public facilities after the World War I and before the force 

of the economic depression affected the construction of public works. Situated a short 

distance west of the Coburg municipal complex at 88-92 Bell Street, the police station 

is historically significant for its association with this public precinct, having been 

relocated from the municipal buildings. The police station is historically significant 

for its association with the Coburg courthouse (HO322) at 1A Main Street, designed 

at the same time and by the same architect. (Criterion A)  

 

The Coburg police station is a fine and externally intact example of Interwar domestic 

architecture as applied to public buildings. Features of the style include the residential 



scale, use of similar forms and materials including hipped roofs, plain red brick and 

terra cotta tile. It is also a fine and intact example of the architecture of E. Evan Smith 

who created a fined body of work through his role as chief architect of the Victorian 

Public Works Department from 1922-1929. (Criterion D)  

 

The Coburg police station is aesthetically significant for its design features of the 

centrally located and projecting porch with clinker brick arch and recessed entry. The 

finely detailed and curved parapet in cement render featuring a crown motif is a 

particularly fine element in the composition. The police station is aesthetically 

significant for its formal composition gained through its symmetrical elevation to Bell 

Street with hipped roof and tall chimneys balanced either side of the central section.  

(Criterion E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 

 

 

Identified By 

[name of previous heritage study, if applicable, or else Context Pty Ltd] 

 


