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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context 

 This place is associated with the following theme/s identified by the City of Moreland Thematic History  (2010):  



 Theme Nine: Shopping and retailing in Moreland 



 Shopping is a necessary part of the daily life of a community and shops give their customers a sense of continuity and 
tradition. They are a very visible attribute of Moreland's streetscapes, particularly the major thoroughfares of Sydney 
Road and Lygon Street. The municipality has a proud and colourful retail heritage that spans from the earliest days of 
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settlement - from small stores to specialist shops, banks, markets, emporiums, and shopping malls and plazas. All of these 
retail outlets have grown to meet and create shoppers' needs and are a significant part of Moreland's history and 
heritage, lending character and distinctiveness to its streets (Historica 2010:97).



 The historic shops built during Moreland's periods of economic prosperity in the late nineteenth century and 1920s and 
1930s continue to line the Sydney Road corridor, many with facades still intact. More intact shops stand on street corners 
tucked away from main thoroughfares, providing clues to former centres of high activity, such as brickyards and other 
industries that once sustained them. There is also the occasional corner milk bar, a fading phenomenon of the 1950s and 
earlier, some still with original shop windows, doors and vestiges of original signage (Historica 2010:103)



 Suburban development of Coburg 

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century much of the development in the former Coburg municipality was 
confined to a narrow corridor adjacent to the railway line and Sydney Road to the south of Bell Street. Outlying areas 
such as West and North Coburg, Pascoe Vale and Glenroy were characterised by small farms and vacant land well into 
the twentieth century (Broome, 1987:163). 



After the cessation in development caused by the 1890s depression, building in Coburg began to pick up about 1910 
(Broome, 1987:179) and accelerated after World War I. As noted by Broome (1987:202).



 Suburban development depends on demand for housing, cheap vacant land, local employment, the availability of 
transport and basic services and the drive of entrepreneurs. By 1920 Coburg was ripe for the process. 



In Coburg the demand for housing was created by returned soldiers and encouraged by improvements to transport, which 
included the re-opening of the railway north to Fawkner by 1914, the electrification of the line to Coburg by 1920 as well 
as the commencement of private bus routes in the 1920s. Industry was actively encouraged by Council, which designated 
three industrial areas, and the opening of the Lincoln Knitting Mills on a large site in Gaffney Street in 1919 provided 
employment for 500 workers, a figure that was doubled in 1920. Further mills followed (Broome, 1987:203-05).



As a result by the mid-1920s new building was at 'fever pitch' (Broome, 1987:207) and the population of Coburg more 
than doubled in the decade from 1920 to 1930 from 17,000 to 40,000. It was the third-largest suburban rate of increase 
behind Caulfield and Camberwell and during 1923 and 1924 an average of three houses were built each day in Coburg 
(Broome, 1987:210).



 Place history

 Land at the western end of Reynard Street was subdivided into housing allotments during the nineteenth century, but 
most of the area was too remote from transport and services and little development occurred until the early twentieth 
century. For example, Jamieson, Lascelles and Portland streets were all created as part of the 'Lascelles Park Estate', 
offered for sale in 1888, but few lots were sold and no houses built. The 'Gordon Park Estate', comprising Gordon Street 
and Bruce/Devon streets, suffered a similar fate. The catalyst for the suburban development of the western parts of 
Coburg was the opening of the electric tram from the City to West Coburg via Grantham Street, Dawson Street and 
Melville Road. The first section, which terminated at Albion Street, opened by October 1925 and the line was extended to 
the terminus at Bell Street by 1927.



Once development commenced it proceeded steadily at first and then accelerated after World War I. By 1917 there were 
sufficient residents in the Coburg West area to enable the formation of a Progress Association, which by 1923 had erected 
a hall at the corner of Reynardand Lascelles Streets. In 1927 a cinema was added and the present facade was constructed 
in 1939. The growth of the area was also marked by the opening in 1917 of the Coburg West School on the south side of 
Reynard Street. The initial enrolment of 332 increased by 100 by the end of the first year and by 1924 overcrowding at 
the school led to the use of the Progress Hall until extra classrooms were finally built in 1927. Shops and businesses to 
serve the local needs of residents soon followed.
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This site, almost directly opposite the Progress Hall, remained vacant until the 1930s. It was acquired by Henry P.L. 
Morris, a chemist, who erected his shop and residence here in 1936. Carleton & Carleton of 483 Collins Street, 
Melbourne were the architects (PSP). In the rate books it was described as a brick four room shop with a Capital 
Improved Value of 1200 pounds (RB, SM).



The building remained a chemist for many years and Mr Morris was still listed here in 1950 (SM).



 Carleton & Carleton, architects

 A.E.H Carleton came to Melbourne from Dublin in 1887 and ten years later commenced practice as a architect in 
partnership with J.V.T. Ward. He was a foundation member of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects and he later 
went to partnership with his son, C.R. Carleton (The Age, 21 February 1936, p.11). They were active from the 1920s until 
the early 1930s and designed several banks for the Commercial Bank of Australia in Victoria and New South Wales, as 
well as commercial and industrial buildings in Moonee Ponds, Coburg and Melbourne. Following the death of Carleton 
senior in 1936 his son carried on the practice (AAI).



 Sources

 Australian Architectural Index (AAI), entries for Carleton & Carleton

Broome, Richard, Coburg. Between two creeks, 1987

Coburg Rate Books (RB), 1938 (No. in rate, 3888)

Historica, City of Moreland Thematic History, 2010

Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) Detail Plan No.2809, dated 1927

Property Service Plan (PSP) No. 199448

Sands & McDougall Directories (SM)

Timothy Hubbard Pty Ltd, City of Coburg Heritage Conservation & Streetscape Study, 1990

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is an interwar single storey shop with attached residence at therear. The shop has a transverse gable tile roof with a 
central gablet. The roof is enclosed by angled parapet walls that extend to form pilasters with triangular capitals and are 
supported on rendered brick corbels.The projecting gable has shaped bargeboards and is supported on timber brackets 
and the eaves have exposed rafters. The facade is of clinker bricks, with intricate patterning to the gable end, which has a 
globelight suspended on a horizontal metal pole with a decorativebracket. Theshopfront, which is completely original, is 
of exceptional quality and detailing. Two bays are defined by corbelled pillars, one containing the recessed entry with a 
timber framed door and the other the metal framed shop window (a name plate identifies the manufacturer as Brooks 
Robinson). The door is flanked by display cases and has metal framed highlight windows above a soldier course of 
bricks. At the bottom of the door is a mail slot with faded lettering 'Leave Films'. The cantilevered street awning is 
original and retains a pressed metal soffit with lighting fixtures and has horizontal banding around the edges and corners 
of the fascia. The residence to the rear has red brick walls and windows with coloured and diamond-pane leadlight glass. 



Comparative Analysis 

 
The former H.P.L. Morris Chemist is notable as a fine and intact example of an architect-designed interwar commercial 
building. The quality of the shopfront and the decorative brickwork is of especial note. While there are several other 
examples of interwar shops in Moreland with original shopfronts (e.g., 151A Lygon Street, Brunswick East, 68-74 
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Sydney Road, Coburg) or decorative brickwork (e.g., 25 Daly Street, Brunswick East), the unique design and detailing of 
this example sets it apart from the others, which have more standard designs. Of note is the skilful use of decorative 
brickwork, the unusual shape of the show window with its chamfered corners due to the corbelled brickwork, and the 
arrangement of the recessed entry with the integral display cases. The quality of the materials, detailing and fitout reflects 
the involvement of the architects, Carleton & Carleton, and Brooks Robinson, which manufactured the shop windows.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

 The former chemist shop and residence, designed by Carleton & Carleton erected in 1936 for Henry P.L. Morris, at 153 
Reynard Street, Coburg is significant. This is an interwar single storey shop with attached residence at the rear. The shop 
has a transverse gable tile roof with a central gablet. The roof is enclosed by angled parapet walls that extend to form 
pilasters with triangular capitals and are supported on rendered brick corbels. The projecting gable has shaped 
bargeboards and is supported on timber brackets and the eaves have exposed rafters. The facade is of clinker bricks, with 
intricate patterning to the gable end, which has a globe light suspended on a horizontal metal pole with a decorative 
bracket. The shopfront, which is completely original, is of exceptional quality and detailing. Two bays are defined by 
corbelled pillars, one containing the recessed entry with a timber framed door and the other the metal framed shop 
window (a nameplate identifies the manufacturer as Brooks Robinson). The door is flanked by display cases and has 
metal framed highlight windows above a soldier course of bricks. At the bottom of the door is a mail slot with faded 
lettering 'Leave Films'. The cantilevered street awning is original and retains a pressed metal soffit with lighting fixtures 
and has horizontal banding around the edges and at the corners of the fascia. The residence to the rear has red brick walls 
and windows with coloured and diamond-pane leadlight glass.



Non-original alterations and additions are not significant.



 How is it significant?

 The former chemist shop and residence at 153 Reynard Street, Coburgis of local aesthetic significance to the City of 
Moreland.



 Why is it significant?

 It is significant as a fine example of an interwar shop and residence, which is notable for its high degree of intactness and 
the exceptional quality of the shopfront detailing. Of note is the skilful use of decorative brickwork, the unusual shape of 
the shop window with its chamfered corners due to the corbelled brickwork, and the arrangement of the recessed entry 
with the integral display cases. The quality of the materials, detailing and fitout reflects the involvement of the architects, 
Carleton & Carleton, and Brooks Robinson, which manufactured the shop windows. The retention of the 
originalcantilevered awning and otherfeatures such as theoriginal light projecting from the parapet also contributes to the 
significance of the building.(Criteria D & E)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place has been assessed in accordance with the<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 
4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd">  Australia ICOMOS Charter for Place of Cultural Significance  (the 
Burra Charter ) and the guidelines in the VPP Practice Note Applying the Heritage Overlay  using the Hercon criteria. 
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Recommendations 2017 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay as an individual place. No specific HO controls are required.

This information is provided for guidance only and does not supersede 
official documents, particularly the planning scheme. Planning controls 
should be verified by checking the relevant municipal planning scheme.
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