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105 Munro St. Coburg

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context 

This place is associated with the following theme/s identified by the City of Moreland Thematic History (2010):



 Theme Nine: Shopping and retailing in Moreland 



 Shopping is a necessary part of the daily life of a community and shops give their customers a sense of continuity and 
tradition. They are a very visible attribute of Moreland's streetscapes, particularly the major thoroughfares of Sydney 
Road and Lygon Street. The municipality has a proud and colourful retail heritage that spans from the earliest days of 
settlement - from small stores to specialist shops, banks, markets, emporiums, and shopping malls and plazas. All of these 
retail outlets have grown to meet and create shoppers' needs and are a significant part of Moreland's history and 
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heritage, lending character and distinctiveness to its streets (Historica 2010:97).



 The historic shops built during Moreland's periods of economic prosperity in the late nineteenth century and 1920s and 
1930s continue to line the Sydney Road corridor, many with facades still intact. More intact shops stand on street corners 
tucked away from main thoroughfares, providing clues to former centres of high activity, such as brickyards and other 
industries that once sustained them. There is also the occasional corner milk bar, a fading phenomenon of the 1950s and 
earlier, some still with original shop windows, doors and vestiges of original signage (Historica 2010:103)



 Suburban development of Coburg 

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century much of the development in the former Coburg municipality was 
confined to a narrow corridor adjacent to the railway line and Sydney Road to the south of Bell Street. Outlying areas 
such as West and North Coburg, Pascoe Vale and Glenroy were characterised by small farms and vacant land well into 
the twentieth century (Broome, 1987:163). 



After the cessation in development caused by the 1890s depression, building in Coburg began to pick up about 1910 
(Broome, 1987:179) and accelerated after World War I. As noted by Broome (1987:202).



 Suburban development depends on demand for housing, cheap vacant land, local employment, the availability of 
transport and basic services and the drive of entrepreneurs. By 1920 Coburg was ripe for the process. 



In Coburg the demand for housing was created by returned soldiers and encouraged by improvements to transport, which 
included the re-opening of the railway north to Fawkner by 1914, the electrification of the line to Coburg by 1920 as well 
as the commencement of private bus routes in the 1920s. Industry was actively encouraged by Council, which designated 
three industrial areas, and the opening of the Lincoln Knitting Mills on a large site in Gaffney Street in 1919 provided 
employment for 500 workers, a figure that was doubled in 1920. Further mills followed (Broome, 1987:203-05).



As a result by the mid-1920s new building was at 'fever pitch' (Broome, 1987:207) and the population of Coburg more 
than doubled in the decade from 1920 to 1930 from 17,000 to 40,000. It was the third-largest suburban rate of increase 
behind Caulfield and Camberwell and during 1923 and 1924 an average of three houses were built each day in Coburg 
(Broome, 1987:210).



 Place history

 The timber shop and residence at 105 Munro Street were constructed in 1912 for Denis Pobjoy, a grocer. 



In 1911-12, the site at 105 Munro Street was listed as 'land'. The following year (1912-13) it was listed as Lot 18, a 'WB 
house and shop'. First listed in the Sands & McDougall Directory in 1913 as a vacant property, in 1914 the occupant was 
Denis Pobjoy, grocer. In 1916, through to 1943, Pobjoy was joined by Miss E. Pobjoy, grocer, presumably his sister. 



Miss E. Pobjoy becomes the sole occupant from 1944-45 through to 1955. The property is again vacant in 1956. Then in 
1957 to 1966, the property is occupied by J.R. Holmes (presumably the residence) and the Spotless Dry Cleaning 
Company Pty Ltd (shop). From 1964 through to 1974 the only entry is for J.R. Holmes.



 Sources 

Broome, Richard, Coburg. Between two creeks, 1987

Coburg Rate Books (RB) 1911-1914

Context Pty Ltd, Keeping Brunswick's Heritage. A report on the review of the Brunswick Conservation Study, Volume 1, 
1990

Historica, City of Moreland Thematic History, 2010

Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) 1925, dated 1908

Sands & McDougall Directories (SM)
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Note: in the mid-twenties the number of the shop and house changes from 119 to 105. There are no shop/house numbers 
given before 1914.

 

 This history incorporates research prepared by Laurie Burchell, 2004.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a former shop and residence on a corner site.<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 
4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd"> 

 

 The house is a large double fronted weatherboard Edwradian villa with a deep corrugated iron half-gabled roof and an 
incorporated verandah. It has two red brick chimneys. The front verandah has been altered in the 1950s and the original 
verandah posts have been replaced with wrought iron columns. The front door has side and highlights with a large 
window to the left of the front facade. To the right is the shop, which projects from the house to the properties boundary. 
Side windows are double hung sashes with corrugated iron roofed awnings with decorative carved timber brackets.

 

 The shop is a small weathboard building with a gabled corrugated iron roof. The gable line has simple carved 
bargeboards. The shop front has a corrugated iron roofed verandah supported by square section timber posts which 
project into the sidewalk. The shop windows are original with vertical weatherboard cladding underneath. The front door 
is a four panel timber door. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
In the late nineteenth century and well into the twentieth shops selling fresh produce had to be located within walking 
distance of residents due to the lack of home refrigeration and private transportation. Consequently, in addition to the 
large retail centres such as Sydney Road, small retail centres and corner shops proliferated throughout suburban areas to 
meet the daily shopping needs of residents. Several factors contributed to the demise of these small retailers; the 
introduction of home refrigerators, which became increasingly affordable and were almost universal by the post-war era, 
and increasing competition from larger retailers, particularly supermarkets, which emerged in the 1960s. The growth in 
private motor transport also meant that people could travel further and do a weekly shop, rather than having to do so on a 
daily basis. Changes to trading hours in the 1980s, which allowed supermarkets and major retailers to trade on Saturday 
afternoons and on Sundays also had a major impact.



Consequently in the post-war period, many of the early small retailers such as bakers, butchers, fishmongers and the like 
were closed and in most areas several shops were replaced by a single general purpose store or milk bar stocking a range 
of essential items. In more recent times, however, increasing competition from convenience stores and supermarkets has 
further impacted upon the viability of these often family-run businesses and only a small number still survive. However, 
some have survived (and indeed thrived) by transforming into combined 'food stores' and cafes.



Examples of these early corner stores, dating from the late nineteenth to mid-twentieth century, are dotted throughout 
Moreland. Of the surviving early twentieth century examples, most are constructed of brick. Very few timber examples 
are known to survive and this is the only known example. Earlier comparisons, dating from the nineteenth century 
include 103 Albion Street, Brunswick (Recommended for individual HO), 145 Union Street, Brunswick (HO231, 
individual), and 480 Victoria Street, Brunswick West (Significant within HO56 precinct).
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This example has comparable integrity to the above places. Like 103 Albion Stand 480 Victoria Street it retains the 
original timber shopfront, which is rare.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

 The former shop and house, constructed in 1912, at 105 Munro Street, Coburg is significant. Situated on a corner site, 
the house is a large double fronted weatherboard Edwardian villa with a deep corrugated iron half-gabled roof and an 
incorporated verandah. It has two red brick chimneys. The front door has side and highlights with a large window to the 
left of the front facade. To the right is the shop, which projects from the house to the properties boundary. Side windows 
are double hung sashes with corrugated iron roofed awnings with decorative carved timber brackets.The shop is a small 
weatherboard building with a gabled corrugated iron roof. The gable line has simple carved bargeboards. The shop front 
has a corrugated iron roofed verandah supported by square section timber posts which project into the sidewalk. The shop 
windows are original with vertical weatherboard cladding underneath. The front door is a four panel timber door.



Non original alterations and additions including the verandah to the house are not significant.

 

 How is it significant?

 The former shop and house at 105 Munro Street, Coburg is of localhistoric significance to the City of Moreland.

 

 Why is it significant?

 It is significant as a good and reasonably intact example of a combined corner shop and residence which were once 
common in Coburg and surrounds. It demonstrates the retail facilities built in response to the suburban development of 
Coburg in the early twentieth century.(Criteria A, B & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This has been assessed in accordance with the <!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 
4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd"> Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance  (the 
Burra Charter ) and the guidelines in the VPP Practice Note Applying the Heritage Overlay using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2017 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay as an individual place. No specific HO controls are required.
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This information is provided for guidance only and does not supersede 
official documents, particularly the planning scheme. Planning controls 
should be verified by checking the relevant municipal planning scheme.
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