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Locality History 

The suburb of West Brunswick forms the western section of the former City of 

Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Grantham 

Street and Pearson Street, and on the west by the Moonee Ponds Creek (now the 

Tullarmarine Freeway), which formed the western limit of the former City of 

Brunswick. The incline formed by the valley of the Moonee Ponds Creek provides 

this area of West Brunswick with dramatic relief from an otherwise relatively flat 

landscape.  

Settlement was more scattered in the western part of Brunswick, with farming 

properties and, later, industrial sites occupying large areas. A rare surviving villa from 

the early 1850s is ‘Whitby House’ at 28 Whitby Street (VHR H0546). Parts of West 

Brunswick, such as the Melville Manor estate, were subdivided for speculative 

housing in the 1880s, but not as extensively as in Brunswick proper. Likewise, many 

new house blocks were left vacant when economic depression hit in 1891.  



One response by the Victorian Government to the 1890s depression was to provide 

working folk with greater opportunities to settle and establish a livelihood. In West 

Brunswick, the Brunswick Land Purchase Act 1900 enabled the purchase of the 

Hopetoun Estate (later known as the Brunswick Estate) of 91 acres (37.5 hectares) 

under the ‘Closer Settlement Scheme’. The land was subdivided into fifty-six 

allotments of between one and two acres, which were made available to ‘working 

men’ on a lease purchase arrangement. The Brunswick Estate was the first Closer 

Settlement scheme in metropolitan Melbourne (Historica 2010:72-3).  

By the early 1900s, as the local economy recovered, residential development was 

encouraged in the area and many streets are lined with the Edwardian and Federation 

homes from this period. There was extensive housing development in West 

Brunswick after the First World War, with large areas taken up with timber 

Californian Bungalows and other interwar house styles. Three state school opened in 

West Brunswick in the 1920s to accommodate the growing population. The electric 

tram from the city to Coburg, which travelled along Melville Road, commenced in 

1925 and this greatly encouraged this suburban development. A post office had 

opened in West Brunswick in 1913, and there was commercial development along 

Grantham Street and Melville Street. Local industries also prospered in the area, 

including textiles and light manufacturing. 

Much of the interwar housing, which was predominantly made up of Californian 

Bungalows, was financed by the State Savings Bank of Victoria, which provided a 

generous credit scheme for those building their own homes. Another economical and 

novel method of construction in the 1920s was the use of reinforced concrete, and 

several examples of concrete houses survive in West Brunswick. During the 1930s, 

builders also started erecting homes in brick veneer, and the Spanish Mission style 

became popular along elevated allotments in Brunswick Road, Brunswick West 

(Historica 2010:75-76). The area continued to be attractive to those looking for an 

affordable suburban home, with the later subdivisions of the interwar period providing 

larger house blocks than those in Brunswick proper. In the early 1940s, the Housing 

Commission of Victoria erected a group of detached housing in West Brunswick for 

low-income earners. Parts of the former Closer Settlement area were developed at 

Moonee Vale in the postwar period. 

 

Historic Context  

Housing Commission of Victoria 

The passing by the Victorian Parliament in December 1937 the Housing Act 1937 

brought the Housing Commission of Victoria (the Commission) into existence. Once 

it commenced work in March 1938 there were two separate but related tasks the 

Commission faced when addressing the housing problem in Melbourne. The first was 

clearing inner city slums. The second was providing housing for those whose homes 

were being reclaimed or who were generally living in poverty.  

In its first Annual Report the Commission noted that: 

… it has been difficult to synchronize these two functions – demolition and the 

building programme … in order to implement effectively a sound policy of slum 

reclamation, there must be a supply of unoccupied houses of varying sizes and types 

completed and ready to accommodate occupiers of houses to be demolished. 



Despite being a major impetus for the creation of the Commission, slum reclamation 

gradually slipped to the bottom of its agenda. What emerged instead was an emphasis 

on the types of homes the Commission was providing and the importance of the 

design and layout of any new housing estates or clusters of Commission-built homes. 

Over the first few years of its existence the Commission focussed upon acquiring land 

and building houses. By 1942 the Commission had acquired, by various means, sites 

for 2,040 houses across Victoria (HCV Annual Report 1942). 

In 1938 the Commission conducted a national architectural competition for the 

‘design and planning of low cost houses’ on the first estate (which became known as 

Fisherman’s Bend) in Port Melbourne ‘with a view to obtaining the advantage of the 

best brains of the architectural profession in the design and planning of low-cost 

houses’. It was from among the winners of this competition that the Commission in 

1939 appointed the members of the Commission’s first Panel of Architects (also 

known as the Architects’ Panel). The Panel provided advice to the Commission on the 

design, planning and specification of housing and estates to be built by the 

Commission in metropolitan areas (HCV Annual Report 1939-40). 

The design and layout of estates was considered equally important as the construction 

techniques and standards and great emphasis was placed on open space, gardens and 

the right balance of public and private space. The design philosophy of the 

Commission, which sought to develop new estates according to ‘modern’ town 

planning ideals and principles, was strongly influenced by the Garden City movement 

and the Panel of Architects strived to achieve a balance between public and private 

open space. A principle of ‘ordered variety’ was applied with regard to the placing of 

dwellings and the general street pattern (HCV Annual Report 1939-40). 

The Panel of Architects, at the direction of the Commission, experimented with the 

design and construction of houses beginning with the first estate at Fisherman’s Bend. 

The most economical forms of construction, building materials, finishes and internal 

fittings were investigated, as were economies of scale in construction and design. The 

more economical the design and construction, the more people the Commission could 

afford to house. Houses in the metropolitan area were in general erected in pairs to 

save money on roofs, verges and wall construction as well as sewerage and water 

services. However, in 1942 the Commission erected the first complete estates of 

single detached houses in Brunswick and Preston (HCV Annual Report 1943:8) 

The building ‘experiments’ carried out at Fisherman’s Bend were continued at other 

new Commission estates around Melbourne throughout the early 1940s until a ban on 

building was introduced following the entry of Japan into World War II. With the 

introduction of this restriction the Commission limited it’s output to the completion of 

contracts in progress (HCV 1943:6-7). 

HCV estates in Moreland 

The City of Moreland contains some of the earliest estates constructed by the 

Commission in the first years of its operation from 1939 to 1942, as well as some the 

largest estates established in the post-war era.  

The first houses constructed by the Commission were located at the Fisherman’s Bend 

estate, where the first four contracts were issued in July 1939. The next contract 

issued in October 1939 was for the 22 houses in the Kitchener Estate, which was 

located on land in Brunswick West that once formed part of the Brunswick Closer 

Settlement Estate. Around the same time the Commission had purchased a further 7 



acres of the Closer Settlement estate to the south of Albion Street where construction 

of the 58 concrete houses comprising Fowler Estate commenced in 1941. In 1942 the 

Commission built a small group of five timber-framed houses in McColl Street (now 

Peacock Street) directly opposite the Kitchener Estate. As mentioned above, these 

were among the first estates of detached houses in Melbourne. Further concrete 

houses were built to the north of Albion Street in the later 1940s. 

Meanwhile, in 1940 the Commission purchased over 25 hectares of land in Coburg 

East and commenced construction of what would become the Elizabeth Street or 

Spring Meadows Estate. This would be expanded to over 75 hectares to become the 

Newlands Estate and was developed in stages over the next ten years. 

In the post-World War II era the Commission constructed over 3,000 houses on large 

estates in Fawkner, Glenroy North, Jacana and Broadmeadows East (Historica 

2010:68-69). 

 

History 

An earlier two-roomed timber house at 2 McLean Street, West Brunswick, had been 

owned and occupied by John Ryan at least between 1902 and 1907. Ryan continued 

to own the property through the 1910s and 1920s but rented it out to a succession of 

tenants until c. 1924 (RB 1902-1925; Age 8 February 1917:3; MMBW 1919). By 

1929, this earlier house was demolished and the land was vacant, owned by 

Brunswick City Council in 1940 and the Housing Commission of Victoria (HCV) the 

following year (RB 1930-1942; SM 1930-1943). The HCV also acquired the 

neighbouring block at 4 McLean Street and possibly also the block at 26 Peacock 

(formerly McColl) Street. This land acquisition came a few years after the 

development of a housing estate by the HCV in 1939-40 on adjacent land in Kitchener 

and Peacock Street. 

 

The HCV was established by the Victorian Government in 1938 for the purpose of 

providing affordable and modern public housing to those of limited means. The HCV 

purchased land in suburban Melbourne and in country towns in Victoria where there 

was a social need for affordable housing, and developed housing estates. The HCV 

bought up land in cheaper areas of suburban Melbourne, including West Brunswick.  

 

The HCV acquired a large block of land facing Kitchener Street in West Brunswick to 

provide suitable homes for large families. The Argus reported in 1939 that 25 ‘model 

homes’ planned for this estate would be erected with building contracts shortly to be 

let (Argus, 4 August 1939: 3). The houses were planned to be of brick construction, 

and would accommodate families of up to 10 people (Age, 24 August 1939: 16).  

 



 
 

Plan of the HCV estate in Kitchener Street and McColl Street (now Peacock Street), 

West Brunswick (Age, 4 October 1939: 14) 

 

The first 22 homes were completed in West Brunswick by late 1939 and early 1940 

(Victorian Year Book 1939: 234); these were semi-detached brick dwellings that faced 

Kitchener Street and McColl (now Peacock) Street. One critic described the newly 

erected homes as ‘squat, iron-roofed cottages’ and considered them as an ‘eyesore’ 

(Age, 18 May 1940: 24).  

 

 
 

Aerial photo of 1945 showing the group of 22 semi-detached residences in Peacock 

and Kitchener Streets, West Brunswick. The house at 2 McLean Street faces Peacock 

Street (source: Melbourne 1945 website) 

 

Typically, the houses built by the HCV during this period were single-storey, 

detached timber (and/or fibro) bungalows. Some semi-detached brick dwellings were 

also erected, as in Kitchener and Peacock Streets, West Brunswick.  

 

The present dwelling at 2 McLean Street, West Brunswick, was constructed between 

7 December 1942 and 13 December 1943. The houses at 2 and 4 McLean Street (and 



also possibly the house at 26 Peacock Street) are more in keeping with a conventional 

bungalow style with a gabled terracotta roof and overhanging eaves, suggesting that 

some effort was made to address the criticisms directed at the appearance of the 

earlier HCV houses built in Kitchener Street. The shift away from brick and instead 

the use of timber and fibro as building materials, however, was probably due more to 

wartime austerity measures than to a stylistic preference.  

 

The house at 2 McLean Street was first tenanted to aircraft assembler Ernest Henry 

Haywood (RB 1943, 1944). It was first described as a four-roomed wood and fibro 

house in 1944, and street directories from that year until at least the mid-1970s 

continued to list Haywood as its tenant (RB 1945; SM 1944/45-1974; ER 1949). It 

was noted in 1950 that there was a low rate of tenants of the HCV in Brunswick 

taking up the opportunity to purchase their rented dwellings. 
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Description  

This house is located on the corner of McLean and Peacock streets, Brunswick West. 

It is small timber-framed bungalow, clad with a weatherboard dado and cement sheet 



and has a tiled gable roof that extends to form a small porch, which has a latticed 

timber screen. The windows are timber framed multiple casements, including one that 

wraps around the corner adjacent to the porch, and there is one external brick 

chimney. The height of the low timber front fence is correct, although the traditional 

picket style is not historically appropriate. 

This house appears to relatively intact and is in good condition. 

 

Comparative analysis 

The estates constructed by the Housing Commission of Victoria in the early years of 

its operation are significant as they demonstrate the continuing experimentation with 

house designs, construction and estate layout. 

The majority of the early estates constructed by the Commission comprised duplexes, 

as it was believed this was the most economical and efficient form of construction. 

This estate and others in Preston and Coburg East contained the first detached houses 

built by the Commission and the first to be built in timber. In the following year the 

Commission built the first detached houses in concrete and developed a method of 

‘factory production’ for timber houses where the roof and wall sections could be sawn 

and assembled in the builder’s workshop prior to delivery to the site. Timber houses 

using these methods were constructed on the Spring Meadows estate at Coburg East 

(HCV Sixth Annual Report 1944:17). Eventually, detached houses would form the 

vast majority of the housing constructed by the Commission on its estates in the post-

war era. 

In early 2017 this house was one of three of the original five that survived. Of the 

other two, the house immediately to the north remained intact, however, a permit had 

been issued for its demolition. The other surviving house, at 26 Peacock Street, has 

been significantly altered. The Spring Meadows estate (part of the broader Newlands 

Estate) contains some of the later examples of timber houses built by the Commission. 

Outside of Moreland, several examples of similar timber houses survive from the 

other estate in Preston. 

Statement of significance 

 

What is significant? 

The house, constructed in 1942 by R.N. Bone for the Housing Commission of 

Victoria, at 2 McLean Street, Brunswick West is significant. This is a small timber-

framed bungalow, clad with a weatherboard dado and cement sheet and has a tiled 

gable roof that extends to form a small porch, which has a latticed timber screen. The 

windows are timber framed multiple casements, including one that wraps around the 

corner adjacent to the porch, and there is one external brick chimney.  

Non original alterations and additions are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The house at 2 McLean Street, Brunswick West is of local historic significance to the 

City of Moreland. 

Why is it significant? 



It is significant as evidence of the first estates constructed by the Housing 

Commission of Victoria and of the importance of Brunswick as an area where the 

Commission built many of the first metropolitan estates. These early estates are 

important as they demonstrate the continuing experimentation by the Commission 

with different house types and construction techniques during the first years of its 

operation in order to determine the most efficient and economical way of meeting 

Melbourne’s housing shortage. This house is notable as it formed part of the first 

estate of detached timber houses erected by the Commission in the metropolitan area. 

These early designs led to the development of other timber house types in the 

following years and also signalled the beginning of the move away from duplex house 

types to detached houses, which would form the vast majority of the housing built by 

the Commission in the post-war period. This house also demonstrates the simple and 

economical designs of early Commission houses. The significance of the house is 

enhanced by its rarity values as one of the few examples of these detached timber 

houses to survive. (Criteria A, B, D & H) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

No 



subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

 


