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7 Parkview Avenue, Brunswick East 
Survey Date: 

Name: Architect: 

Place Type: Residential House Builder: 

Grading: Significant Construction Date: 1956 

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries 

Architectural Style: Postwar Period (1945-1965) 

 

 
 

 

Locality History 

The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 

bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 

by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. 

The creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in 

the area, with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the 

Merri Creek in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 

Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 

subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 

was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick 

proper, particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of 

development in the suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision 



of public space and Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 

1917-18. The electric tram along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service workers 

in the growing area. The textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with Prestige 

Hosiery established in 1922.  

 

Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into 

the twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west 

bank of the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive 

interwar housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service 

homes were also built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the 

early 1920s (Historica 2010) 

 

Place History  

7 Parkview Avenue was built in 1956 for John Joseph Canals, who also owned a 

neighbouring allotment (RB 1956-7). Canals built 7 Parkview Avenue on Allotment 

12, eventually building a second house on Allotment 13 in the 1960s (RB 1956-7 & 

1958-9). For the first two years of its existence, the house was listed in the rate books 

as 7 Parkview Avenue (RB 1956-7, 1957-8 & 1958-9). Throughout the 1950s and 

1970s, the rate books described the house as both brick and “brick veneer” (RB 1956-

7, 1957-8, 1958-9, 1971-2 & 1978-9). Canals lived there until at least 

1979 (S&Mc 1974; RB 1978-9)  
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Description & Integrity 

This cream brick house is located on the eastern side of the street and set behind an 

established garden and a low cream brick fence. 

 

This simple squared form of this house is offset by the strong horizontal lines of the 

flat roof and cantilevered concrete balcony. The main living space is located at the 

front of the property and elevated above street level. It has a full wall of glass 

windows and doors leading onto the balcony. The garage is incorporated into the 

overall design of the house, located to take advantage of the slope of the site. Entry is 

via a straight stair to the side of the property. The stair leads to a concrete porch with 

entry door to one side. A wide stone clad chimney is incorporated into the stair. 

  

The house at 7 Parkview Avenue, Brunswick East, is devoid of added decoration or 

ornamentation, with aesthetic interest coming from the expression of materials and 

form: the straight, unbroken line of the bargeboards emphasise the flatness of the roof; 

the face cream brickwork is expressed as a massed solid plane; the exposed concrete 

floor slab and minimal wrought iron balcony appear to float above ground level; the 



timber window frames of the fully glazed front wall create a rhythm across the front 

façade; and the stone cladding to the prominent chimney. 

 

Low cream brick walls run along the street frontage and along the central concrete 

driveway, with aesthetic interest comes from the pattern of brick laying rather than 

applied decoration. 

 

The house appears to be intact with minimal alterations evident. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

7 Parkview Avenue can be compared with 36 Alistair Street, East Brunswick 

(HO262) (the only other postwar house on the Heritage Overlay). These two cream 

brick ‘Modern’ houses were built around the same time and are of a similar scale and 

quality. The living spaces of both houses are elevated over a garage which is recessed 

into the slope of the site.  

 

36 Alistair Street is an example of the ‘Waterfall’ style that emerged in the 1930s and 

1940s, with features including a triple fronted façade and distinctive curved windows. 

By contrast, 7 Parkview Ave could be described as more closely associated with 

regional styles of the 1960s with features including a flat roof, and a full wall of 

windows.  

 

Both properties have associations with the Post war settlement of Brunswick by 

European migrants. 36 Alistair Street was owned by Teresa and Pasquale Cerabona, 

with Pasquale employed as a barber. No. 7 Parkview Avenue was built for John 

Joseph Canals who was associated with Canals Seafood in North Carlton.  

 

The Post-War period is underrepresented on the HO for Brunswick East. 
 

Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 

The house and fence at 7 Parkview Avenue, Brunswick East, built in 1956, is 

significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

7 Parkview Ave, Brunswick East, is of local historic and aesthetic and significance to 

the City of Moreland,  

 

Why is it significant? 

The house at 7 Parkview Avenue, Brunswick East, has an association with the 

settlement of European migrants in the municipality in the postwar period. 7 Parkview 

Avenue was built for John Joseph Canals. Like other European migrants, John Joseph 

Canals was associated with the establishment of a successful local business - Canals 

Seafood in North Carlton. (Criterion A) 

 

The house at 7 Parkview Avenue, Brunswick East, is a representative example of a 

Modern style residence from the mid-twentieth century. Features associated with the 

Modern style include: a simple geometric form with flat roof; a full wall of windows 

across the front façade; the appearance of a floating form with the main volume 

placed over a recessed garage with a balcony cantilevered towards the street frontage; 



minimal added decoration or ornamentation; use of brick veneer and exposed concrete 

floor slabs and stone cladding to the chimney. (Criterion D) 

 

The house at 7 Parkview Avenue, Brunswick East, is devoid of added decoration or 

ornamentation, with aesthetic interest coming from the expression of materials and 

form: the straight, unbroken line of the bargeboards emphasise the flatness of the roof; 

the face cream brickwork is expressed as a massed solid plane; the exposed concrete 

floor slab and minimal wrought iron balcony appear to float above ground level; the 

timber window frames of the fully glazed front wall create a rhythm across the front 

façade. (Criterion E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

Yes 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


