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Place Type: Residential House Builder: 

Grading: Significant Construction Date: 1927 
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Architectural Style: Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940) 

 

 

 
 

 

Locality History 

The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 

bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 

by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. 

The creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in 

the area, with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the 

Merri Creek in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 

Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 

subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 



was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick 

proper, particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of 

development in the suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision 

of public space and Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 

1917-18. The electric tram along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service workers 

in the growing area. The textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with Prestige 

Hosiery established in 1922.  

 

Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into 

the twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west 

bank of the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive 

interwar housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service 

homes were also built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the 

early 1920s (Historica 2010). 

 

Originally named West Road (Historica:40).  

  

History 

The timber bungalow at 255 Nicholson Street, East Brunswick, was owned and 

occupied by the Brentnall family for at least fifty years (RB 1926-1978-9; SM 1930-

1974). Jessie Doughty Brentnall (née Fish), purchased land on the west side of 

Nicholson Street in 1926. Prior to 1926, there were no houses matching this 

description along this section of Nicholson Street (RB 1925). MMBW plans indicate 

that this area of land – between Nicholson, Stewart and Clarence streets – was 

sparsely populated as late as 1910 (MMBW 1910).  

 

Brentnall’s land comprised a lot just north of State School No. 3179 – now Brunswick 

East Primary School (MMBW 1910). By 1927, Brentnall owned an unnumbered, 4-

roomed weatherboard house measuring 126 by 30 feet (RB 1927). A house number 

was first assigned in 1928, and the property became known as 303 Nicholson Street 

(RB 1926-1928).  

 

In 1920, Jessie had married Harold Walter Brentnall, of Nicholson Street, Brunswick, 

who was a returned serviceman and the son of a carpenter. They had one child, a 

daughter named Joyce, born in 1922. In 1922 Walter was listed as a woodworker but 

in 1925, he was listed as an invalid and was living with his parents. In 1928 Harold 

Brentnall continued to be listed as an invalid (ER 1922-1928). It is possible, but 

unconfirmed, that Walter may have benefitted from the war service home scheme 

offered to returned servicemen by the Commonwealth Government.  

 

The house was designed following the principles of the Californian Bungalow, 

although this example has a relatively uncommon form and unusual timber detailing, 

including the verandah brackets and supports, and the carved timber window frames. 

Walter Brentnall was listed a woodworker on returning home from the First World 

War, suggesting the possibility that he may have contributed to the unusual verandah 

design. His father, who died in 1930, was a carpenter and may also have been 

involved. The house has a mature garden, characteristic of the interwar period, 

featuring Cordyline and a Phoenix canariensis.  

 

Description & Integrity 



This timber bungalow runs parallel with Nicholson Street, located on a narrow site 

between the street and East Brunswick Primary School. The front of the house faces a 

small reserve, accessed from Nicholson S. The side of the house fronts onto 

Nicholson St and is set behind a small established garden, behind a wire fence with 

planting. A large Canary Island Date Palm (Pheonix canariensis) is located in the 

garden, adjacent to Nicolson Street.  

 

A simple gabled roof encloses the main form of the building, with a secondary gabled 

roof enclosing a projecting wing to one side at the front. A verandah runs across the 

front and returns down the one side of the house, facing Nicholson St. It is enclosed 

by a separate flat roof with exposed rafter ends. Access to the verandah (and entry) is 

from a set of stairs at one corner of the verandah, fronting Nicholson St. 

 

Timber detailing to the verandah is unusual. With a typical Californian Bungalow, the 

verandah is supported by a square solid masonry post or masonry half-post with solid 

timber post above. In this case, support comes from an arrangement of two timber 

posts connected by a flat timber panel below and simple timber cross bars above. The 

appearance is of a more delicate, flat arrangement than a solid square support. A 

timber rail with lattice balustrade runs between the posts and distinctive curved timber 

brackets sit between the timber posts. 

 

Matching double casement windows with small square panes to the upper sections are 

located around the verandah – one to the front and one to the return section of the 

verandah. Both windows have deep curved architraves.  

 

A canted oriel bay window is located down one side of the house, visible from 

Nicholson St. It is supported by simple timber brackets and enclosed by a simple flat 

roof with exposed rafters ends. Identical sash windows have small panes to the upper 

sashes.  

 

A simple red brick chimney can be noted. 
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Comparative Analysis 

The Interwar period was characterised by a variety of housing styles, and the 

preference for the individual bungalow on a garden allotment saw growth in the 

suburbs around the city fringe, including parts of Brunswick, Brunswick East, 

Brunswick West and North Fitzroy.  

 

Styles included the Californian Bungalow with a direct reference to the bungalow 

housing of this part of the US, and a strong reference to nature with its solid, low 

slung form and feature materials such as timber and stone used to detail various 

elements of the building. The more flamboyant Spanish Mission style also had its 

roots in California and featured arched openings, deeply scalloped terra cotta tiles, 

wrought iron detailing and smooth white walls. More conservative styles included the 

Old English style as either a cottage or a more elaborate version of a Tudor style 

house. 

 

The various Interwar styles are represented within the municipality, although the 

period is not well represented on the Heritage Overlay for the suburbs of Brunswick, 

Brunswick East and Brunswick West. Generally, within these suburbs, simpler 

version of the various styles typical. The level of intactness is moderate to high, with 

alterations including overpainting of bricks, and alterations to front windows and 

porch or verandah details. 

 

Californian Bungalows occur throughout East Brunswick but none are currently 

included on the Heritage Overlay as Individually Significant places. A number of 

modest but consistent examples of the style are included in the precinct (HO176 War 

Service Homes Timber Houses). 8 Aintree Street, East Brunswick has been 

recommended for listing as Individually Significant as part of this study. 

 

255 Nicholson Street can be compared with 8 Aintree Street, East Brunswick.  

 

 8 Aintree Street, East Brunswick (recommended for Individual Significance as 

part of current assessment). Built in 1928, this detached, single fronted timber 

bungalow is a representative example of the Californian Bungalow style in the 

municipality, displaying some intact and quality examples of details associated 

with the style. 

 

In Brunswick, those that compare most closely in form and detail to 255 Nicholson St, 

Brunswick East are: 

 

 2 Second Avenue, Brunswick. HO143. Built in the 1920s. A single storey, 

gable fronted timber-framed bungalow. It is a substantially intact inter-war 

bungalow, notable for its original unpainted weatherboard cladding (now 

overpainted). 

 



255 Nicholson St compares favourably with the examples as a representative example 

of the Californian Bungalow style. Built in the 1920s, these bungalows are typical of 

the style as it appears in Moreland – a simple version of the style, constructed in 

timber, but with many of the characteristics associated with the style including a low-

pitched roof with gabled end, deep eaves with exposed rafter ends, a generous 

enclosed verandah supported by half brick piers and paired timber posts, and the 

incorporation of arts and crafts influences seen in the timber shingled gable and wide 

decorative architraves around the gable ventilator. 

 

 

Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 

The house at 255 Nicholson Street, Brunswick East, built in 1927, is significant. The 

large Canary Island Date Palm (Pheonix canariensis) is also significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

255 Nicholson Street, Brunswick East, is of historical, architectural and aesthetic 

significance to the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

The timber residence at 255 Nicholson Street, Brunswick East, is of historical 

significance as evidence of the development of Brunswick East during the interwar 

period when the outlying areas of Brunswick were subdivided for suburban housing. 

(Criterion A) 

 

255 Nicholson Street, Brunswick East is architecturally significant as a representative 

example of a weatherboard Californian Bungalow built in the 1920s. This double-

fronted timber bungalow has a number of characteristics associated with the 

Californian Bungalow style, including a low-pitched roof with gabled ends, deep 

eaves with exposed rafter ends, a generous enclosed verandah, casement and double 

hung sash windows with small panes to the upper sections, timber detailing to the 

verandah, deep curved architraves. (Criterion D) 

 

255 Nicholson Street, Brunswick East, has distinctive detailing to the front verandah. 

A corner entry arrangement corresponds to the unusual siting of the house, with the 

side facing Nicholson Street and the front facing a small reserve. The return verandah 

is supported paired timber posts, connected by a flat timber panel at balustrade level 

and cross timber bars at the upper level. The appearance is of a more delicate, flat 

arrangement than a solid square support, as is typical of the Californian Bungalow 

style. A timber lattice balustrade runs between sets of posts to the front and side 

elevations. Distinctive timber verandah brackets are tapered with rounded ends. An 

oriel window faces Nicholson Street. (Criterion E) 

 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 



Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


