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Locality History 

The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 

bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 

by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. 

The creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in 

the area, with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the 

Merri Creek in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 

Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 

subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 

was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick 

proper, particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of 

development in the suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision 

of public space and Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 

1917-18. The electric tram along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service workers 

in the growing area. The textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with Prestige 

Hosiery established in 1922.  

 

Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into 

the twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west 



bank of the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive 

interwar housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service 

homes were also built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the 

early 1920s (Historica 2010). 

 

History 

Prior to 1937, the western side of Holmes Street, East Brunswick, between Donald 

and Mitchell streets, did not contain any houses or noted subdivisions (RB 1935, 

1936). Timber houses began to be built here from 1937 (RB 1938-1940).  

 

The interwar villa residence at 39 Holmes Street was built in 1940 for Lionel and 

Gertie Efron, on the west side of Holmes Street (RB 1940). Polish-born Lionel Efron 

immigrated to Melbourne in 1926 and established himself as a local manufacturer. 39 

Holmes Street was among the first brick houses to be erected in Holmes Street (RB 

1938-1940).  

 

Throughout its history, the house is described in the rate books as a five-roomed brick 

house (RB). Until at least 1979, the house changed ownership several times between 

individuals who also lived there (RB 1940-1978/79).  
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Description and Integrity 

This triple-fronted rendered brick dwelling is set on a block with wide frontage facing 

Holmes St (west side). It is set back behind a narrow garden and a low rendered fence 

(non-original or altered). A garage is integrated within the overall design, and is 

located on the southern side of the house.  

 

The asymmetrical form has a tiled hipped roof. A projecting wing with hipped roof 

sits just off centre, with an angled entry porch located to one side of it. Eaves are 

boxed. Walls are of white rendered masonry. 

 



The entry porch has a gabled end with the edges of the roof tiles exposed, face brick 

motifs to the gable and the corners, and face brick corbelling below the roof line. Two 

steps lead to a central entry with a non-original screen door visible from the street. 

 

Two identical timber boxed windows can be noted across the front façade, on the 

projecting wing and on the northern end of the main form. Each window has a double 

hung sash at either end and a central window with arched bar across the middle. 

Upper sections of the windows have diamond patterned leadlight. At the southern end 

of the building, a corner window has timber sash windows but no leadlight. Face brick 

detailing can be noted below all window openings. 

 

A tall rendered chimney with simple face brick detailing at the top is located on the 

northern end of the dwelling. A garage is located on the southern boundary. It is 

separated from the house by a stepped gate opening. The garage has a stepped parapet 

wall with a soldier brick course in face brick.  

 

The house appears to have been painted recently, but is intact with no major 

alterations evident. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

The Interwar period was characterised by a variety of housing styles, and the 

preference for the individual bungalow on a garden allotment saw growth in the 

suburbs around the city fringe, including parts of Brunswick, Brunswick East, 

Brunswick West and North Fitzroy.  

 

Styles included the Californian Bungalow with a direct reference to the bungalow 

housing of this part of the US, and a strong reference to nature with its solid, low 

slung form and feature materials such as timber and stone used to detail various 

elements of the building. The more flamboyant Spanish Mission style also had its 

roots in California and featured arched openings, deeply scalloped terra cotta tiles, 

wrought iron detailing and smooth white walls. More conservative styles included the 

Old English style as either a cottage or a more elaborate version of a Tudor style 

house. The various Interwar styles are represented within the municipality, although 

more simple versions of the styles are typical.  

 

There are no houses in the Old English cottage style listed with individual 

significance on the HO for Brunswick East, although some may be included as part of 

precincts. 39 Holmes St is an intact version of the style, displaying typical 

characteristics including a simple rectangular form with tiled hipped roof, a separate 

entry porch, white rendered walls inset with clinker brick motifs and detailing, and 

timber boxed windows with double hung sashes and leadlight to the upper sashes.  

 

Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 

The house and garage at 39 Holmes Street, Brunswick East, built in 1940, is 

significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

The residence at 39 Holmes Street, Brunswick East, is of architectural and aesthetic 

significance to the City of Moreland. 



 

Why is it significant? 

39 Holmes Street, East Brunswick, is a representative example of a brick dwelling 

built in the ‘Old English’ cottage style. This style was one of a range of styles that 

was popular during the interwar period when the outlying areas of Brunswick were 

subdivided and developed. 39 Holmes Street was one of the first brick bungalows to 

be built on this side of the street. Features typical of the style including a simple 

rectangular form with tiled hipped roof, a separate entry porch, white rendered walls 

inset with clinker brick motifs and detailing, wide timber-framed windows, with 

leadlight to the upper sections. (Criterion D) 

 

39 Holmes Street, East Brunswick, exhibits a number of intact aesthetic features 

associated with the ‘Old English’ cottage style including white rendered walls, 

contrasting clinker brick detailing to the angled entry porch and under the window 

frames; an integrated garage with stepped edge and contrasting brick top, and an 

integrated gate opening with corbelled upper edge. (Criterion E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

Yes  

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


