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Locality History 

The suburb of Brunswick is part of the traditional land of the Wurundjeri who 

occupied this area, which they named Iramoo, for many thousands of years. The area 

achieved local governance as the newly formed Borough of Brunswick in 1857; the 

municipality was elevated to the Town of Brunswick in 1888 and to the City of 

Brunswick in 1908. Brunswick is now part of a larger municipal area, the City of 

Moreland, which was formed in 1994 through an amalgamation of the former City of 

Fitzroy, the former City of Coburg, and a small area of the former City of Fitzroy. 

 

Brunswick, located a few miles north of central Melbourne, was first surveyed in 

1839 to provide 16 farming allotments ranging in size from 100 to 300 acres. The 

early allotments each had a frontage to either the Moonee Ponds or Merri Creeks and 



to a rough north–south track that soon became known as the Sydney Road. The 

allotments were quickly sold over three auctions, mostly to private speculators, and 

re-subdivision began almost immediately. On the west side of Sydney Road James 

Simpson subdivided his allotment, creating Albert (then Carmarthen) and Victoria 

(then Llandillo) streets. When Thomas Wilkinson purchased the allotment on the 

opposite side of Sydney Road he extended Victoria and Albert streets. This pattern 

was repeated many times, and each time the land was divided into smaller and smaller 

allotments (Context 1990:10). In the 1840s the early settlement at the southern end of 

Brunswick on the west side of Sydney Road was known as Phillipstown. 

 

The Colony of Victoria expanded rapidly during the 1850s with the gold rushes and in 

the twenty years between 1846 and 1865 Brunswick's population grew from 146 to 

3000, creating a strong demand for housing. People were drawn by the considerable 

local industry, including stone quarries, brick-works and potteries, and steel works. 

The sequence of subdivision generally followed transport and access routes. The 

opening of the railway to Coburg in 1884 and the cable tram along Sydney Road in 

1887, providing direct access to the centre of the city of Melbourne, encouraged the 

subdivision and development of land along these routes. Sydney Road became a busy 

hub of commercial development, with the strip characterised by double-storey 

Victorian-era shopfronts, with many highly decorative ‘boom style’ examples. 

 

Brunswick developed as a self-contained and close-knit community that was home to 

rich and poor. Whilst the vast bulk of its housing was built for the working and artisan 

classes, there was also a sprinkling of more salubrious residences occupied by the 

middle-class factory owners, merchants and professionals, notable in Park Street and 

Brunswick Road. These were generally brick with some early bluestone examples. A 

large number of double-storey brick terraces in south Brunswick were erected in the 

period of the 1870s to 1890. Mansions were rare, with Michael Dawson’s 

‘Dawsonhurst’ built in the 1850s on his Phoenix Park estate (demolished 1880s) being 

a notable exception. 

 

The process of subdivision of the larger estates for house blocks accelerated rapidly 

during the economic boom of the 1880s, and was accompanied by an escalation in 

land prices; in the twenty years from 1865 to the 1880s the population of Brunswick 

more than tripled to 14,000. Many of the houses built during the boom were small 

cottages, particularly in the form of terrace housing, which were built to accommodate 

the growing number of workers employed in the expanding local industries. A large 

proportion of workers’ housing was erected a rental accommodation. Typically, it was 

the members of the local middle class and the aspiring working class, who were 

engaged in speculative housing development, became the landlords for many local 

workers’ rental accommodation. These small tenements were either weatherboard, 

often block-fronted, or built from locally made bricks and often using decorative bi-

chromatic treatments. A network of laneways served rear outside toilets on the narrow 

allotments. Although they were small dwellings with only a pocket handkerchief front 

garden, the workers’ cottages of Brunswick, like others across inner suburban 

Melbourne, were usually plumbed for cooking and washing purposes and ‘offered 

living space and a level of material comfort well beyond the reach of the urban poor 

in other countries’ (Dingle 1984: 173).  

 



The push for thrift, sobriety, self-improvement and industriousness among the poorer 

classes, keenly advocated by the Protestant churches, had its ultimate goal in home 

ownership (Davison 1978: 177). Building societies, which required members to make 

regular contributions, played an important role in enabling working men to acquire 

their own homes. Victoria’s first building society had been established in 1858 to help 

house the booming population on Bendigo’s goldfields. This was followed by a string 

of others, including the Fourth Victoria Permanent Building Society in 1867, which 

was responsible for constructing many Melburnian homes, including several 

throughout Brunswick and its surrounds (Victorian Building Societies Association 

1981:11-12). Building societies mushroomed during Melbourne’s property boom of 

the 1880s and their widespread operations made a significant contribution to 

speculative property development.  

 

Following the bank crash of 1891 and the extended depression of the 1890s, 

development ground to a halt. Many newly built houses in Brunswick were left vacant 

and many of the new estates offered for sale toward the end of the boom remained 

undeveloped until the early twentieth century (Historica 2010:59-62). There was 

considerable unemployment and financial distress amongst residents. Many were 

unable to keep up with the instalments on their new homes and faced foreclosure by 

the buildings societies. 

 

Development recommenced during the early-twentieth century when houses began to 

be built on the vacant nineteenth-century subdivisions. As such, many of the new 

dwellings were constrained by small narrow blocks. Also, perhaps due to the overall 

retarding effect of the depression, a relatively high proportion of new houses built in 

the early 1900s fit with the so-called ‘Victorian Survival’ style (c.1895–1914) 

(Johnston and Oliver 1994). Renewed local prosperity in the early 1900s was fuelled 

by a boom in industrial development in Brunswick, which benefited from the 

introduction of import duties after Federation. 

 

There was another burst of prosperity in the period following World War I and by 

1930 there were 300 factories in Brunswick, employing over 6000 workers (Historica 

2010:32). These were predominantly in the clothing, textiles and footwear industries, 

which employed a significant number of women workers. During this time, many of 

the nineteenth-century subdivisions were re-offered for sale whilst the remaining 

areas of farming land and large estates in the east and west of Brunswick were carved 

up to meet the unprecedented demand for housing. By the end of the 1930s the 

suburban development of Brunswick was almost complete (Context 1990:12). 

 

In 1905 the population had reached 24,000 and by 1928 it had more than doubled to 

55,799 (Barnes 1987:64). The rapid growth of Brunswick during the early twentieth 

century was once again driven by the expansion of employment opportunities and 

improvements to public transport. The crash of 1929 and the ensuing Great 

Depression hit Brunswick hard, with thousands of men and women out of work and 

facing financial distress. 

 

The large population was served by a large number of churches. The major Christian 

denominations had a strong presence in Brunswick and there was also a relatively 

strong representation of less common, minor sects. Hotels and picture theatres were 

also an important part of social life. Public buildings were well built, and were centred 



around the corner of Sydney Road and Dawson Street. The City of Brunswick opened 

Victoria Park in 1908 and opened the avant garde Brunswick Baths (HO61) in 1913, 

which was a notably early municipal swimming pool. Brunswick was not well 

endowed with areas for public recreation, which was compensated to some extent by 

the suburb’s close proximity to the extensive Royal Park. Some of its public parks, 

such as Gilpin Park and Clifton Park, were developed in more recent times on 

abandoned industrial land.  

 

After World War II, cheap housing in Brunswick attracted a growing migrant 

population, of predominantly European immigrants who had left war-torn Europe. 

Many migrants found employment in local factories, such as Craig and Seeley, 

Holeproof Hosiery, Lincoln Mills, Millers Ropeworks and Gordon Brothers. The 

influx of Europeans to the suburb saw many existing nineteenth century and early 

twentieth century dwellings modified and modernised, and suburban flower gardens 

transformed into productive fruit and vegetable gardens. Through the postwar 

decades, social and cultural life became richly diverse in terms of language, food and 

music, and Sydney Road developed a distinctive Mediterranean character. 

Commercial development was reinvigorated along Sydney Road, with many shop 

premises taken over by migrants, who opened businesses such as licensed 

delicatessens, restaurants and cafes, barber shops, green grocers and ‘continental’ 

butchers. Other shops and several picture theatres were demolished to make way for 

large supermarkets.  

 

Since the mid-nineteenth century, the character of the suburb of Brunswick has been 

strongly shaped by its early industrial development, left-wing politics and social 

diversity. In the early 1900s it became a strong bastion of the labour movement and in 

the 1930s was a stronghold of the Communist Party. In the latter decades of the 

twentieth century, Brunswick became known for its progressive environmental 

politics, reflected in its extensive use of Eucalypts and Melaleucas as street tree 

plantings. The many layers of history in Brunswick — from the 1840s and up until the 

postwar period, when it became the ‘most ethnically diverse’ suburb in Melbourne 

(McConville 1989: 127) — remain evident in the physical fabric of the suburb. 

 

Contextual history 

Scouting in Victoria 

This contextual history of the origins of the Scouting movement was prepared by 

Heritage Victoria: 

In 1910 Robert S.S. Baden-Powell retired from the British Army as Lieutenant 

General and popular hero for his defence of Mafeking in the war with the Boers. 

Baden-Powell had trained his troops in the art of woodcraft and had in his military 

activities made use of observation balloons. His book Aids to Scouting (1899), which 

he had written to cover aspects of his military experience and techniques came to be 

used widely to teach boys woodcraft. This became such a widespread practice that in 

1907 he conducted a trial camp with 20 select boys at Brownsea Island off Poole in 

Dorset. Here he wrote a manifesto for the proposed Boy Scout movement. So 

successful was the Brownsea Island experience that in 1908 he issued his second book 

Scouting for Boys as a series of six fortnightly publications available from bookstalls. 



This book was intended as a guide for the individual boy to teach self-reliance 

however it quickly became the guiding text for scout troops which had by now started 

to spring up all over England. Baden-Powell's intention had been to base the 

principles of the scout movement within existing youth organisations, rather than set 

a new body but it soon became obvious that a new movement had come into being. 

This rivaled the Boys Brigade, a movement which had been in existence since the 

early 1880s. The Brigade had a Christian base and a somewhat militaristic approach 

to discipline rather than the self reliance Baden -Powell was seeking. With his 

retirement from the army in 1910, Baden-Powell set about dedicating himself to the 

Boy Scout movement. Already Boy Scout groups were starting to appear all over the 

Commonwealth and countries as disparate as Sweden and Mexico. 

Baden-Powell's idea was that boys should be organised into subgroups of six or seven 

under a patrol leader. Boys would be trained in outdoor activities particularly those 

associated with camping and survival in the outdoors. Skills such as reconnaissance, 

map reading, tracking, signalling, knotting and first aid were rewarded with badges 

of merit. As well as this there were oaths, scout law and loyalty pledges to the 

Country. Symbols of the Scouts include a Fleur-de-lis badge, a left handed handshake 

and the motto ‘Be prepared’. 

The scouting movement Baden Powell founded also sponsored similar desires in 

young women and in 1910, Baden-Powell's sister Agnes, herself a balloonist and 

aviatrix, helped set up the Girl Guides. In 1912 the Girl Guides were formed in the 

USA. 

In 1920 the Boy Scouts held their first world Jamboree in London. Now doubt this 

provided an opportunity to count heads as the full extent of the movement had not 

officially been gauged. It was at this meeting that Baden-Powell was declared Chief 

Scout of the World. In 1922 Baden-Powell was made a baronette and then a baron in 

1929. Baden-Powell 1st Baron of Gilwell, died in Kenya in 1941, after moving there 

for health reasons. He was survived by his wife who died in 1977. 

In Australia, the Boy Scout movement was equally as quick to catch on as elsewhere. 

Here the movement was brought about through a personal connection between Mr 

T.H. Roydhouse editor of Sydney’s Sunday Times and Baden-Powell. Copies of 

Scouting for Boys were sent to Roydhouse and in late March 1908 the first meeting of 

a Scout troop was held in Waverley. New troops sprang up rapidly thereafter and by 

the close of 1908 the NSW membership stood at 1,200. 

The start of Scouting came in Victoria through a personal contact. Roy McIndoe, a 

pupil of Toroonga Rd State School, was in correspondence with one of the boys who 

had been on the Brownsea Island camp. Some pamphlets and other items were passed 

on to him and this inspired the creation of the 1st Caulfield Scout Troop. This was 

followed by Malvern, Hawksburn, Brighton, Carlton, YMCA, Melbourne, Ivanhoe, 

Toorak, and so on until even country troops were being formed. In this period 

substantiating the formation date of each troop became difficult. Groups of boys 

would form and then seek out a willing adult to act as their Scout Master. 

Scouting in Moreland 

The Boy Scout movement was introduced to what is now the City of Moreland in 

1909 when District No.5, comprising Brunswick, Moreland and Coburg, was formed. 

In 1910, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Brunswick Groups commenced. In the years 

before and immediately after World War I the wide expanse of open land beyond 



Melville Road, the Merri and Moonee Ponds creeks and the Royal Park were ideal 

areas for outdoor activities (Penrose 1994:166). 

Scouting thrived during the interwar period and as the population grew rapidly several 

new troops were established. In 1925, following a meeting held at the Brunswick 

Town Hall, it was decided to form an association to ‘further the interests of Boy 

Scouts in Brunswick and Coburg’ (Argus, 26 June 1925, p.12) and a large contingent 

of local scouts attended the Frankston Jamboree in 1935 with Lord Baden-Powell in 

attendance (Penrose 1994:166). 

Over the years, Brunswick District has produced many King and Queen Scouts, the 

highest award for youth members in Scouting. Neill Weatherill, who earned his King 

Scout Award in 1953 at 9th Brunswick Group, later become Branch Commissioner 

Operations at Victorian Branch Scout Headquarters (Penrose 1994:166).  

The 9th Brunswick Troop is also famous as the birthplace of the Melbourne Gang 

Show. In 1951 the troop staged a musical comeday called ‘We’ll live forever’ and the 

Group Leader of 9th Brunswick, who had seen the London Gang Show, tried to get 

Victorian headquarters to start a Gang Show. After initially showing no interest in 

1952 Headquarters decided to back a second season of ‘We’ll live forever’ and this 

led to the establishment of the first Gang Show in 1953. The Gang Show became an 

annual tradition that continues today (MGS website). 

However, membership of the Scouts began to decline from the 1970s onwards and 

several troops folded due to lack of numbers. According to Scouts Victoria, there are 

now four troops still active in the City of Moreland: 4th, 5th and 9th Brunswick and 

1st Coburg (Scouts Victoria website). 

Creating a multicultural Moreland 

The City of Moreland’s Irish community became less of a minority group as migrants 

from other cultures arrived throughout the twentieth century from Southern and 

Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Africa, many with a rural or small-village 

background and not acquainted with urban living. These new communities with 

distinctive identities have made their mark on the City of Moreland with new 

businesses, restaurants, schools and other facilities (Historica 2012:25). 

Between 1921 and 1933, the local Italian community doubled with immigrants fleeing 

fascist Italy, but they still made up less than 1 per cent of the local population. Frank 

Tibaldi and Charles Noscenzo migrated to Australia during this period, and in 1934 

established their Tibaldi Smallgoods salami business from a single room in Coburg. 

Initially their business catered almost exclusively to fellow Italians. The postwar 

boom in Italian migration greatly expanded the market for their goods and the broader 

community also acquired a taste for food from Italian delicatessens (Historica 

2012:25). 

In the post World War II years, Brunswick and Coburg became the centre of life for a 

growing population of Italian factory workers. Some opened businesses such as 

licensed delicatessens, cafes, barber shops, butcher shops, fruit shops, and shops that 

sold bomboniere and clothing (Historica 2012:25). 

New social venues began to appear where they could maintain their Italian networks, 

and in 1957 Brunswick’s Empire Theatre was revived and used for showing Italian 

films, and a few blocks away the well-known Padua Theatre reopened in 1968 and 

continued as an Italian cinema until 1980. Nowadays, the Italian presence throughout 



the municipality is everywhere; in cafes and pizzerias, clubs, reception centres, shops 

and factories, and in houses and gardens, many displaying distinctive Mediterranean 

characteristics (Historica 2012:25). 

In 1991 Moreland still had the highest number of Italian speakers in any municipal 

area within Melbourne (Historica 2012:25). 

 

Place history 

1st City of Brunswick Scout Hall 

As in other areas the scout troops in Brunswick met in various local halls before 

building their own. The continuing growth in troop numbers during the interwar 

period made a permanent home necessary and site was acquired in Victoria Street, 

Brunswick. On April 24, 1926 The Hon. M. Balfe, mayor of Brunswick, laid the 

foundation for the new 1st City of Brunswick Scout Hall and he returned a few months 

later for the official opening, which began with a bazaar held on Thursday 22 July, 

1926 and concluded the official opening on the following Saturday, which was 

attended by the Chief Scout Commissioner of Victoria, Mr C.P. Middleton (The 

Argus, 26 July 1926, p.17, The Age 23 July 1926, p.11).  

 

Source: Argus, 26 July 1926, p.17 

The hall, erected at cost of £2,000, was a substantial building, built of brick, that 

comprised an entry flanked by anterooms, which opened to a large hall, 30 feet x 74 

feet, with two rooms at the rear, one used as a kitchen (PROV). It was described as 



one of the largest and most up to date scout halls in Australia (The Age, 26 July 1926, 

p.11). 

At the time of opening T.M. Cole was Scout and Cub Master, and he was supported 

by the Assistant Scoutmaster, J. Conman, and Assist. Cub Master and Q.M., P. Elliot. 

The committee included G. Davis as Hon. Gen. Secretary, T. Cash as the Hon. 

Treasurer and three Hon. secretaries including W.E. Wilson (Parents’ Committee), J. 

Barry (Athletic Club), and L. Watson (Old Boys Association) (PROV). 

In addition to scouting activities the hall was used as a gymnasium and a 1931 letter 

to the Public Health Department from the secretary of the Parents’ committee in 

explained that the seating capacity of the hall had been reduced as the ‘wrestling mat 

takes up a fair amount of room’. Consequently, in 1936 the Scouts sought approval 

for internal alterations to the hall. The two small rooms at the rear were converted into 

one to become the gymnasium, while the adjoining stage was reduced to become a 

platform between two new rooms either side, one being the kitchen and the other 

containing an office. It appears these works took some time and were only fully 

completed in 1939 (PROV). 

In 1954 the troop travelled to Launceston where they were guests at a reception held 

by the mayor (Ald. R.G. Pitt) at the town hall. They presented a scroll of greeting 

from Brunswick city council to Launceston City Council (Age, 9 January 1954, p.3).  

San Tropez and Brunswick Cinema 

The use of the hall by Scouts appears to have ceased at some time in the 1960s. In 

1972 a Mr. E. Obeid sought approval to use the hall (still owned by Scouting 

Association) as a cinema and reception venue. Mr. Obeid had previously been 

screening films at the Liberty Theatre, Brunswick from October 1971 to January 

1972, but that lease had been terminated. In a letter to the Public Health Department 

he advised that he would expect an average attendance for ‘Friday night of 18, 

Saturday 180 and Sunday night 50 persons’, and that the hall had recently been used 

for ‘meetings, lectures, dances, film nights and parties’ (PROV). 

Original plans submitted by Mr Obeid for approval included creating new internal 

public toilets at the rear of the hall, and converting the anterooms at the front to a 

waiting room and refreshment room. However, it appears these were soon superseded 

by a new scheme that proposed more significant changes to the building. The most 

substantial of these was additions at the front to create an additional level above the 

entry to house the film projection room and a storeroom. This required building up of 

the original stepped parapet and side walls to a uniform height and also the 

installation of new windows. Steve Ibrahim of Pascoe Vale South carried out these 

works, which were mostly completed by late 1973, and the building was approved for 

opening in January 1974 (PROV).  

Initially 16mm films were screened, but by the end of 1974 Mr Obeid sought approval 

for alterations to allow screening of 35mm films and also to install a raised seating 

area. In a letter to the Public Health Department Mr Obeid explained that 16mm 

projector ‘is not profitable the picture is not bright and sound not clear and films 

availability is a major problem’, whilst people sitting in the rear of the cinema 

‘complained of not being able to see the lower part of the screen, which was 

obstructed by heads in front of them’. Plans for these additions, prepared by 

Beauchamp & Huggard consulting engineers of North Carlton, were approved by the 



Health Department in December 1974. A new seating plan, which increased capacity 

to 360 persons, was subsequently approved in March 1975 (PROV). 

The cinema, which was known as ‘San Tropez’ and (after the conversion to allow 

35mm films) ‘Brunswick Cinema’, appears to have ceased operation by 1979. In 

August of that year it was leased to the Turkish community for showing films on 

Sunday and by early 1980 the building had been sold to the Toscana Social Club, 

which soon submitted plans to convert the building into a reception centre. In addition 

to internal changes, the wall on the western side was pushed out to the boundary. Tell 

J. Grilli, architect of Hawthorn, prepared the plans for the alterations (PROV). 

Toscana Social Club 

The Toscana Social Club was formed in 1969 to provide an opportunity for Tuscans 

to meet and socialise and maintain and celebrate their traditions. The Club met first in 

various locations around Melbourne including the L’italia Hall and San Remo 

Ballroom. Then, in 1975, it found its first permanent home when Tuscan Priest 

Luciano Secolari leased a room to the Club at St Ambrose church in Brunswick. This 

room was used for many club functions and the women of the committee became 

‘renown for preparing delicious Tuscan food’ (Toscana SC website). 

The use of the room for functions brought in revenue for the club, which was used to 

purchase the former cinema and scout hall in Victoria Street, Brunswick. The building 

was restored and officially reopened as the Toscana Social Club on 23 October 1982. 

Further renovations were carried out in 1997 and 2006 (Toscana SC website). 

According to the club’s website: 

45 years after its foundation, the Toscana Club is still an important meeting place for 

the Tuscans of Melbourne, with more than 300 families registered. 

The club is also very active in encouraging their youth group called “I Girasoli”, 

which was founded 15 years ago. This group of young Tuscans organise events which 

aim to attract new members, families and young Tuscans to the club. 

The Toscana Club and I Grasoli are continuing to work together to provide a place 

where Tuscans and those of Tuscan origin can meet and celebrate their culture 

together, and will continue to do so for many years to come. 
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Description  

This is an interwar hall building, constructed of brick, of typical layout with a gabled 

iron roof section containing the hall set behind a front two-storey parapeted section 

containing the entrance and anterooms. The symmetrical façade has the original 

central arched opening (with ‘Toscana S.C.’ in raised letters above) leading to a 

recessed entry, which is flanked by what appear to be the original paired timber sash 

windows with four-pane upper sash and single pane below. The windows are set 

within recessed panels formed by pilasters at the corners and a shallow cornice above. 

There is also a stringcourse at sill height. Below the window to the left is the 

foundation stone, laid in April 1924. Above the entry is another timber-framed 

window. The plain parapet is framed by pilasters and contains a stringcourse. 

Historic plans held by the Public Records Office and one historic newspaper image 

provide some clues to the changes that have occurred to the building. Key alterations 

include: 

The rendering of the façade, which was originally face brick. The recessed wall 

panels and rounded edge to the pilasters reflect the articulation of the brick structure 

prior to the rendered finish being applied.  

Additions to the front section to create two levels. This involved building up the 

original stepped parapet to create the plain horizontal wall that exists today and the 

installation of the new window above the entrance (note: the original plans show the 

installation of two new first floor windows above the windows in the ground floor). 

Alterations and additions at the side and rear. 

 

Comparative analysis 

Scout halls  

The design of scout halls prior to World War II varied from simple halls to more 

elaborate architect-designed buildings. The earliest known surviving scout hall in 



Victoria is thought to be the 1st Mordialloc Scout Hall, which was built in 1914 and 

has been sympathetically extended. The 1914 building is a simple gabled timber 

building with multi-paned windows. The Ivanhoe Sea Scouts Hall dates from 1917, 

but it was originally built for a local gun club and has been altered, extended and 

partially rebuilt following a fire. 

A small number of scout halls from the 1920s survive in Victoria. Kariwara District 

Scout Headquarters (former 1st Footscray), built in 1925 with additions in 1929, is 

currently the only scout hall included on the Victorian Heritage Register). Other 

examples include the halls at 1st Canterbury (c.1924, gabled timber hall), 1st Moonee 

Ponds (1925, gabled timber hall, still a Scout hall), Brunswick (1926, altered, no 

longer a scout hall), and Wycheproof (c.1925, timber framed hall clad in cement sheet 

and weatherboards). These early scout halls are all similar in form and detailing to 

public halls of the period. 

The growing popularity of scouting by the 1930s meant that some troops were able to 

construct more elaborate architect-designed buildings. Known examples included two 

built in 1931: 1st Alphington, an 'Old English' timber building clad in cement sheet 

and weatherboards designed by Plaisted & Warner, and 1st Carlton, a brick building 

designed by Harry James, which has been described as ‘Neo-Baroque’. Perhaps the 

finest scout hall of this (or any period) is the Tudor Revival style 1st Dandenong, 

erected to a design by architect, Ivan Diment,in 1933 at a cost of 3,000 pounds, which 

was donated by Ada Armytage who was a great supporter of the scouting movement 

and benefactress for the Dandenong Troop. 

Also built during the 1930s were several scout halls in a distinctive rustic ‘log cabin’ 

style, which was adopted for its bush-like, natural appearance that evoked the 

adventurous spirit of the scouting movement, and was particularly suited for country 

areas where timber could be easily accessed and transported to the site using 

voluntary labour. ‘Log cabin’ style scout halls were erected at Woodend (1931), 

Wangaratta (1933), Pakenham (1937), Moe (1938) and Colac (1940). 

Shortages of buildings materials and labour, and restrictions placed upon building, in 

the years after World War II, limited the ability of community groups such as the 

scouts to construct their own buildings. The solution was to re-use surplus military or 

government buildings such as the prefabricated ‘Nissen’ and ‘Quonset’ huts that had 

been erected as troop accommodation and for other purposes throughout Melbourne 

and Victoria. Several of these were adapted for use as scout halls in the neighbouring 

City of Moonee Valley including 14th Essendon (1946, since demolished), 8th 

Essendon (1951, demolished), 15th Essendon (1954), 1st Strathmore (1960), and 5th 

Keilor (c.1975). The scout hall for the 4th Brunswick Troop, situated in Jacobs 

Reserve, is reputedly a former World War II shed or store that was moved to this site 

in 1946. It has been remodeled in the rustic ‘log cabin’ style with walls clad in a log 

dado and vertical timber paneling above. It was recently refurbished. 

From the 1960s onwards scout troops once again began to build their own halls. The 

halls dating from the 1960s or 1970s are usually simple brick or cement block 

buildings with skillion or low pitch gable roofs. The 1st Coburg Hall in Carr Avenue, 

Coburg North and 9th Brunswick in Allard Park at 174B Donald Street, Brunswick 

East are examples of these post-war halls. 

The former 1st City of Brunswick Scout Hall is one of the earliest scout halls in 

Victoria and representative of the larger halls that were constructed during a period of 



growth during the 1920s. Despite its alterations, it remains recognisable as an early 

twentieth century building and the connection with the scouts is demonstrated by the 

surviving foundation stone. Together with the other surviving scout halls in Moreland 

it illustrates the historic development of the scouting movement in the municipality. 

Social Clubs 

‘Getting together’ is one of the themes identified in the thematic history prepared for 

Victoria’s Post 1940s Migration Heritage: 

When the first boatloads of Displaced Persons were arriving at Station Pier, 

Australia still clung tightly to its British culture. It sought to perpetuate the 

assimilationist ideal: ‘The preservation of the homogenous character of our 

population and the avoidance of the friction which inevitably follows an influx of 

peoples having different standards of living, traditions, culture and national 

characteristics.’ New arrivals were encouraged to shed their cultural skin, to blend in 

and to assimilate. Gathering with other migrants was discouraged and seen as an 

obstruction to the ultimate aim of becoming Anglo-Australian. As the post-war period 

progressed, getting together became an accepted and acknowledged right of migrant 

communities. Leisure and social activity flourished and played an important role in 

the cultural well-being of migrants in Victoria.  

As well as sporting clubs, social clubs were also an important place of gathering. 

Often conspicuously signposted by a name revealing a regional tie or national 

allegiance, social clubs were a strong statement of belonging. For example, it was 

clear to all who passed the Veneto Club in Bulleen that it was an ethno-centric club 

that celebrated its culture. Region and nationality based clubs were an overt and 

positive statement of difference; an expression of the desire to gather as a group 

defined by ethnicity and place of origin.  

Social clubs provided a welcome respite from the drudgery of work and gave people 

an opportunity to talk, dance, gossip and reminisce. Many migrants had young 

children and they also created the possibility of future marriages (Context 2011). 

With the boom in post-war migration and the growth of the Italian community many 

social clubs were established in Brunswick including the Reggio Calabria, 

Federazione Lucana, Monte Lauro, Francofonte, Licodia Eubea, Toscana, Abruzzo 

and Juventus (Context 2011). 

 

Statement of significance 

What is significant? 

The former scout hall at 273 Victoria Street, Brunswick, is significant.  

How is it significant? 

The former Scout Hall at 273 Victoria Street, Brunswick, is of local historical and 

social significance to the City of Moreland. 

Why is it significant? 

The former Scout Hall at 273 Victoria Street, Brunswick, built in 1926, is historically 

significant for its associations with the Boy Scout movement, as the oldest purpose-

built scout hall in the City of Moreland and one of the oldest in Victoria. The hall was 

built for the 1st City of Brunswick Scout Troop as their first permanent hall and it 



remained in use by the scouts until the 1960s. The scouting movement played an 

important role in the lives of young boys in the twentieth century, and this hall 

demonstrates the formative period after World War I when the scouting movement 

had become established and troops began to create permanent places to meet. While 

the building has been altered the connection to the scouts is still demonstrated by the 

original foundation stone. (Criterion A) 

The building at 273 Victoria Street, Brunswick, is socially and historically significant 

as evidence of postwar migration in Brunswick, for its use since 1979 as the home of 

the Toscana Social Club. Social clubs played an important role in the formation of 

migrant communities in Victoria and the Toscana Club was one of several established 

in Brunswick that illustrate the strong regional ties of various migrant groups. Social 

clubs provided a welcome respite from the drudgery of work and gave people an 

opportunity to meet, talk, dance, gossip and reminisce. (Criteria A & G) 

 

Planning scheme recommendations 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place No 



Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

 

 


